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MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary School is 
dedicated to living the Gospel values.  Our Franciscan, 
academically challenging curriculum teaches and 
supports students in becoming contributing members of 
their communities. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Schoolwide Learning Expectations 

A St. Francis of Assisi Student is: 

A)  Spiritual who 

-understands the Catholic faith 

-demonstrates Gospel values 

-actively participates in prayer celebrations 

-shows a love of God, others, and self 

 

 B)  Academic who 

  -actively solves problems and thinks  

  critically 

  -makes progress through the diocesan  

  standards 

  -develops and shares knowledge and talents 

  -demonstrates a curiosity and respect for  

  learning 

 

 C)  Respectful who 

  -appreciates diversity and the uniqueness of  

  others 

  -practices good citizenship 

  -lives the “Acts of Courtesy” 

-cares for God’s creations 

 

 D) Confident who 

  -recognizes self-worth 

  -leads and cooperates 

  -embraces challenges 

  -always perseveres 

 

 E) Responsible who 

  -practices self-discipline 

  -makes Christ-like decisions 

  -owns his/her choices 

  - is trustworthy 

 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parents, 

 

 Please join your child(ren) and our school 

community next Thursday for our annual 

Alfombras.  Every Holy Thursday, our students in 

grades 4-8 celebrate this Central American tradition 

by creating Alfombras, also known as our “Easter 

Carpet.”  The creation of this path will begin at 9am 

in the schoolyard, followed by an entire school 

procession at 10:15.  This procession will lead us 

into church for a 10:30 prayer service, followed by 

the reenactment of the Last Supper in each 

classroom. at 11:00.  Our Holy Thursday school day 

will be a minimum day, with an 11:30 dismissal 

for TK and K, and a noon dismissal for grades  

1-8. Extension will be open until 6:00. 

 Congratulations to our Academic Decathlon 

Team who competed against 25 other Catholic 

elementary schools from our diocese two weeks 

ago.  They competed beautifully and represented 

our school so well!  This Acadeca Team would not 

have been possible without the team moderator, 

sixth grade teacher Sharon Pressburg, and all her 

assistants: Mrs. Pam Church, Ms. Heather Emery, 

Mrs. Darcy Grieve, Mr. Octavio Ruiz, and Mr. John 

Vardenega.  Thank you to all of you who made this 

possible for our children! 

 I hope your Easter is filled with great love 

and happiness! May the Risen Christ shine brightly 

in your life and in the lives of your family. 

 

In the peace of St. Francis of Assisi, 

 

Mrs. Laurie Power 

 

 

 

 



 
St. Francis Elementary 

School Calendar 

March/April 2010  
 
 
24 Lenten Baby Bottle Project Ends 
27  Math Decathlon, CBHS 
28 Palm Sunday 
31 8th Grade Formal Dinner with parents, 5:30 pm 

April 
1 Holy Thursday; Minimum Day 
2 Good Friday, No School 
 Easter Vacation through April 11 
4 Easter Sunday 
12 School resumes 
15 School Mass, 8:30 
16 Minimum Day; Diocesan Teachers’ Meeting 
24 Feria 2010 
29 Spring Concert, grades 1-4, 7pm   

 

 
 

FERIA 2010  
April 24, 5:30pm 

Save the date NOW for the main event of our 

school year!  Silent and live auctions, delicious 

food and drink, dancing… More details will 

follow! 

 
 
 

THIS IS ANOTHER ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR THE NEXT 

BOOK FAIR 
MAY 1, 2010 – MAY 7, 2010 

 
PLEASE SEE THE  
SIGN UP FORM 

AT THE END OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Religion Round-up 

 
 
 

  
 

The season of Lent is nearly over. I hope you 
have been able to find a way to grow closer to 
God during this season.  

Next week Holy Week begins with Palm 
Sunday. We will hear of Jesus triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem and of his Passion and Death. 
We receive blessed palms for the procession 
into the church.  

Then, on Thursday evening we will 
begin the three-day-long liturgy known as the 
Triduum. During Triduum, we celebrate the 
Last Supper on Holy Thursday. We remember 
the Crucifixion of Jesus on Good Friday and 
the stillness of the tomb on Holy Saturday. 
Then on Easter Vigil we celebrate the 
Resurrection of Jesus and the opening of 
heaven‘s door for all of us.  

We will be welcoming 29 people into the 
Church at St. Francis Parish this year. Some of 
our classes have made them special ―welcome 
to the Church‖ cards.  Two St. Francis 
students, Colin Campbell (6th) and Davis 
Villareal-McKinney (3rd), and Davis‘ mother, 
Michele, are among those being fully received 
into the Church. Congratulations to all! 

Next Monday our 4th grade will lead us 
in the Stations of the Cross for our prayer 
service. On Thursday we will exchange Easter 
cards with our Lenten prayer partners. Then 
we will admire the alfombras as we process to 
the church for our Holy Thursday prayer 
service and reenactment of the Last Supper.  

 
Our schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

Date  Led by   Time  
Mon Mar 29  4

th
 Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 

Thurs Apr 1  8
th

 Prayer Service 10:30 a.m. 
EASTER BREAK 

Mon Apr 12  8
th

 Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 
Thurs Apr 15 6

th
  Mass  8:30 a.m. 

Mon Apr 19  5
th

 Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 
 

Parents are always welcome to join us for prayer 
services and Masses. 

Return to me with all your heart. 
Joel 2:12 

 



 

La Festa di San Guiseppe 

March 19
th
  

"Fb% >]aS^Vja 8Ogr 

 

     The 6
th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 grade Italian classes celebrated 

this day on March 18
th
 by continuing to honor St. Joseph 

and the ancient FWQWZWO\ b`ORWbW]\ ]T bVS Fb% >]aS^Vja 8Og 

Table. 

     In Sicily, where St. Joseph is regarded by many as 

their Patron Saint, and many Italian-American 

Q][[c\WbWSa# bVO\Ya O`S UWdS\ b] Fb% >]aS^V "kFO\ 

;WcaS^^Sl W\ =bOZWO\r T]` ^`SdS\bW\U O TO[W\S W\ FWQWly 

during the Middle Ages.  According to legend, there was 

a severe drought at the time, and the people prayed for 

their patron saint to bring them rain.  They promised 

that if he answered their prayers, they would prepare a 

large feast to honor him.  The rain did come, and the 

people of Sicily prepared a large banquet for their 

patron saint.  The fava bean was the crop which saved 

the population from starvation, and is a traditional part 

]T Fb% >]aS^Vja 8Og OZbO`a O\R b`ORWbW]\a%  ;WdW\U T]]R b] 

the needy Wa O Fb% >]aS^Vja 8Og Qcab][%  =\ a][S 

communities it is traditional to wear red clothing and eat 

O FWQWZWO\ ^Oab`g Y\]e\ Oa O MS^^]ZS ]\ Fb% >]aS^Vja 8Og% 

     H^]\ O bg^WQOZ Fb% >]aS^Vja 8Og OZbO`# ^S]^ZS ^ZOQS 

flowers, limes, candles, wine, fava beans, specially 

prepared cakes, breads, and cookies (as well as other 

meatless dishes), and zeppole.  Foods are traditionally 

served containing bread crumbs to represent saw dust 

since St. Joseph was a carpenter.  Because the feast 

occurs during Lent, traditionally no meat was allowed on 

the celebration table.  The altar usually has three tiers, 

to represent the trinity. 

 

Buon Appetito! 

 

 
Mr. Cainôs Book Shelf 

 
 
 

FICTION 
 

Donôt Bump the Glump! and Other 
Fantasies   by Shel Silverstein 
(Shel Silverstein‘s first poetry collection!) 
Reding level: All ages /  ―Back in 1964—the 
same year that his Giving Tree was 
publishedðSilverstein's first poetry collection 
appeared; it was also his only children's book 
to contain full-color art. Reissued in a slightly 

larger trim size, this collection of 45 poems 
tours readers past imaginary creatures, 
beginning with a being that looks remarkably 
like a fedora but for the jaw subtly poking 
below one side of the brim and the four tiny 
feet beneath: This is the Quick-Disguising 
Ginnit./ Didn't he have you fooled for a minute? 
There's no question that the intensity of 
Silverstein's watercolor palette adds to the fun: 
the gradations in the hat, for example, distract 
from the ginnit details; more typically, they 
supply a punch that complements the puckish 
but simple shapes of Silverstein's silly beasts 
(The Pointy-Peaked Pavarius,/ A creature most 
gregarious,/ Who's never taken serious,/ Poor 
thing). Silly doesn't mean unsophisticated…‖ 
 
The Night Fairy   by Laura Amy Schlitz 
Reading level: Grade 2 – 5 /  ―You don‘t have 
to be a follower of those mysterious winged 
creatures to love this unique fairy tale from 
2009 Newbery Medal-winner Laura Amy 
Schlitz. The book‘s heroine, Flory is certainly 
not your garden variety fairy. After losing her 
wings in a run-in with a bat, she must learn to 
survive among the hungry daylight creatures of 
the Giantess‘s garden.   Between pesky 
squirrels, cagey spiders, and stubborn 
hummingbirds, Flory's got her work cut out for 
herself. But, this fearless fairy quickly learns 
how skills like quick thinking, diplomacy, 
compassion, and acts of bravery can take her 
farther than her lost wings ever could. The 
Night Fairy makes an enchanting read-aloud 
story, as well as a gem to be treasured in the 
hands of readers of all ages. From its petite 
format and shimmering blue interior to Angela 
Barrett‘s exquisite illustrations, every detail of 
this little volume is perfectly suited to its small, 
but mighty subject.‖  
 
Playoff Dreams   by Fred Bowen 
Reading level: Grade 3 – 5 /  ―Brendan is the 
best player on his team, but he feels "it's gonna 
be a long season," if his team doesn't start 
winning some games soon. After his Uncle 
Jack takes him to a Cubs game at Wrigley 
Field, Brendan learns about other players who 
have been talented but have never made it to 
the playoffs or the World Series. His uncle 
explains, "It's like your team....They aren't 
winning, but you wouldn't want to play for 
another team, would you?" This is the fourth 

http://www.amazon.com/Laura-Amy-Schlitz/e/B001H6O5V6
http://www.amazon.com/Laura-Amy-Schlitz/e/B001H6O5V6


book in a series that uses actual sports heroes 
to reinforce a positive attitude among young 
athletes. Here, it is Ernie Banks, who hit over 
500 home runs but usually played for a team 
that finished near the bottom of the league. 
Appealing pen-and-ink illustrations enhance 
the text, but the cover art doesn't reach out to 
potential readers…‖ 
 
The Girl Who Could Fly   by Victoria Forester 
Reading level: Grade 5 – 8 /  In this terrific 
debut novel, readers meet Piper McCloud…. 
Her parents revel in conformity, so it‘s 
disconcerting at best when Piper shows a 
talent for flying. Homeschooled and kept away 
from outsiders, Piper is lonely. Finally, 
her parents let her go to a community picnic, 
where she thinks she‘ll meet new friends. 
Instead, she terrifies the neighbors by flying 
up to catch a ball during a kids‘ game. In no 
time, the McCloud farm is besieged. Then, out 
of a helicopter comes the empathetic Dr. Letitia 
Hellion, who whisks Piper off to a secret school 
for kids with special talents. But are things 
there what they seem to be? No. Forester 
gets almost everything right here. The story 
soars, just like Piper, with enough loop-de-
loops to keep kids uncertain about what will 
come next. Her plainspoken heroine has a big 
heart and a strong streak of 
defiance, and Piper‘s reactions always seem 
true, even in the midst of sf machinations. 
Many other characters are also clearly 
set within the context of their lives, giving 
them dimension sometimes lacking in 
supporting casts. Best of all are the book‘s 
strong, lightly wrapped messages about 
friendship and authenticity and the difference 
between doing well and doing good.‖  
 
Hanna  Montana In The Loop   by Suzanne 
Harper 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Hannah may 
have taken Malibu by storm, but Miley is still a 
small town girl at heart. So when she gets the 
chance to headline at the largest rodeo in the 
country down in Texas, she, Robby, Jackson, 
Lilly, and Oliver are on a plane quicker than 
you can say "yeehaw." But Miley soon 
discovers that everything--including the drama-
-is bigger in Texas. As it turns out, headlining a 
week long rodeo involves a lot more than she 
bargained for. Hannah must judge the Miss 

Rodeo contest and kick off the festivities by 
roping a cow! The funny thing? Miley is actually 
loving it! She feels more at home than she has 
since becoming a huge pop star! But not 
everyone is having as much fun. It turns out 
Lilly (in disguise as the always supportive Lola 
Luftnagle) is a bit horse shy--not good when 
Hannah and Lola have been asked to be part 
of a horse parade! Meanwhile, Oliver and 
Jackson find trouble of their own when they 
meet a cowgirl who is as tough as her spurs.  
And between the roping and the singing, Miley 
runs into someone from her past--a girl who 
used to be Miley's hero back in Tennesee. It 
seems Miley isn't the only one who has 
changed. As Miley finds out more and more 
about her old friend, she begins to wonder if 
the cost of stardom is too high. Will she trade 
in her microphone for chaps and return to her 
roots? Or will she find a way to bring a touch of 
Southern comfort to her Malibu life?‖ 
 
Long Shadows   by Erin Hunter 
(Book # 5 in the Power of Three Warriors 
series) 
Reading level: 9 – 12 /  ―The Clans are in 
turmoil. ShadowClan has turned its back on 
StarClan and pledged to follow the dark 
predictions of Sol, the strange cat who foretold 
the solar eclipse. But not all the cats have lost 
faith in their warrior ancestors. . .Jaypaw is 
convinced that StarClan still holds an important 
place in the warrior code, and his search for 
answers leads him far back into the past, 
farther back than even StarClan can 
remember. Lionblaze, tortured by violent 
dreams and bloody visions, wishes he had 
never been prophesied to be one of the three 
but to turn his back on his littermates would be 
the ultimate betrayal. And Hollyleaf is terrified 
that once the Clans lose their faith, the warrior 
code will fall apart. She's willing to fight tooth 
and nail to preserve it—whatever the cost.‖  
 
Love That Dog   by Sharon Creech 
Reading level: Ages 8 – 12 /  ―Newbery Medal 
winner Sharon Creech's Love That Dog, a 
funny, sweet, original short novel written in free 
verse, introduces us to an endearingly 
unassuming, straight-talking boy who discovers 
the powers and pleasures of poetry. Against 
his will. After all, "boys don't write poetry. Girls 
do." What does he say of the famous poem 



"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening"? "I 
think Mr. Robert Frost / has a little / too / much 
/ time / on his / hands." As his teacher, Ms. 
Stretchberry, introduces the canon to the class, 
however, he starts to see the light. Poetry is 
not so bad, it's not just for girls, and it's not 
even that hard to write. Take William Carlos 
Williams, for example: "If that is a poem / about 
the red wheelbarrow / and the white chickens / 
then any words / can be a poem. / You've just 
got to / make / short / lines." He becomes more 
and more discerning as the days go by, and 
readers' spirits will rise with Jack's as he 
begins to find his own voice through his own 
poetry and through that of others. His favorite 
poem of all is a short, rhythmic one by Walter 
Dean Myers called "Love That Boy" (included 
at the end of the book with all the rest of Ms. 
Stretchberry's assignments). The words 
completely captivate him, reminding him of the 
loving way his dad calls him in the morning and 
of the way he used to call his yellow dog, Sky. 
Jack's reverence for the poem ultimately leads 
to meeting the poet himself, an experience he 
will never forget.  This winning, accessible 
book is truly remarkable in that Creech lets us 
witness firsthand how words can open doors to 
the soul. And this from a boy who asks, "Why 
doesn't the person just / keep going if he's got / 
so many miles to go / before he sleeps?" 
Newbery Medal winner Sharon Creech's Love 
That Dog, a funny, sweet, original short novel 
written in free verse, introduces us to an 
endearingly unassuming, straight-talking boy 
who discovers the powers and pleasures of 
poetry. Against his will. After all, "boys don't 
write poetry. Girls do." What does he say of the 
famous poem "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening"? "I think Mr. Robert Frost / has a little 
/ too / much / time / on his / hands." As his 
teacher, Ms. Stretchberry, introduces the 
canon to the class, however, he starts to see 
the light. Poetry is not so bad, it's not just for 
girls, and it's not even that hard to write. Take 
William Carlos Williams, for example: "If that is 
a poem / about the red wheelbarrow / and the 
white chickens / then any words / can be a 
poem. / You've just got to / make / short / 
lines." He becomes more and more discerning 
as the days go by, and readers' spirits will rise 
with Jack's as he begins to find his own voice 
through his own poetry and through that of 
others. His favorite poem of all is a short, 

rhythmic one by Walter Dean Myers called 
"Love That Boy" (included at the end of the 
book with all the rest of Ms. Stretchberry's 
assignments). The words completely captivate 
him, reminding him of the loving way his dad 
calls him in the morning and of the way he 
used to call his yellow dog, Sky. Jack's 
reverence for the poem ultimately leads to 
meeting the poet himself, an experience he will 
never forget. This winning, accessible book is 
truly remarkable in that Creech lets us witness 
firsthand how words can open doors to the 
soul. And this from a boy who asks, "Why 
doesn't the person just / keep going if he's got / 
so many miles to go / before he sleeps?" (Ages 
8 to 12) 
 
Lucky: Maris, Mantle, and My Best Summer 
Ever   by Wes Tooke 
Reading level: Grade 4 – 6 /  ―In the summer of 
1961, Louis, who stinks at stickball, manages 
to make a difficult catch of a foul ball at Yankee 
stadium. This leads to an invitation from Roger 
Maris to visit the Yankee‘s clubhouse and an 
offer of a job as one of the team‘s batboys. In 
the course of the summer, Louis forms a 
friendship with Maris (who dubs him Lucky) as 
he and Mickey Mantle chase Babe Ruth‘s 
single-season homerun record. Things at home 
are more challenging; Louis struggles with his 
divorced parents and a resentful stepbrother. 
Tooke commits a minor error—he says that a 
double header is against the Tigers, yet the 
two games described are against the White 
Sox—but, on the whole, he captures baseball 
in a simpler time. The picture painted here isn‘t 
naively nostalgic, however. The bitterness 
many fans felt toward Maris for breaking the 
beloved Ruth‘s record is a major theme. Best 
of all, Tooke conveys the excitement that a 
young boy would undoubtedly feel as an 
eyewitness to one of the game‘s most thrilling 
seasons…Louis's worst summer ever becomes 
his best summer ever, and he finds himself 
learning about much more than just baseball 
from the two greatest players in the game.‖ 
 
The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. 
Figg   by Rodman Philbrick 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Philbrick (Freak 
the Mighty) offers rip-roaring adventure in this 
Civil War–era novel featuring a mistreated 
orphan who doesn't let truth stand in the way of 



spinning a good yarn. When his guardian, 
Uncle Squinton—the meanest man in the 
entire state of Maine—sells off Homer P. Figg's 
older brother, Harold, to take a rich man's son's 
place in the Union army, Homer can't just stand 
around doing nothing. Determined to alert the 
authorities (and his brother) that Harold is too 
young to be a soldier, the plucky narrator 
traces the path of the regiment. He faces many 
dangers, including an abduction or two, and 
being robbed and thrown in with the pigs, and 
joining the Caravan of Miracles before landing 
smack in the middle of the Battle of 
Gettysburg, where he reunites with his brother 
and more or less drives the Confederates 
away. The book wouldn't be nearly as much 
fun without Homer's tall tales, but there are 
serious moments, too, and the horror of war 
and injustice of slavery ring clearly above the 
din of playful exaggerations.‖ 
 
Sent   by Margaret Peterson 
(Book 2 in The Missing series) 
Reading level: Grade 5 – 8 /  ―This book begins 
where Found left off: Chip, Jonah, Katherine, 
and Alex are falling through time. They find 
themselves in 1483 in the Tower of London 
where the famously imprisoned princes, 
Edward and Richard, are fearfully awaiting 
their fates. As was revealed at the end of 
Found, Chip and Alex are really Edward and 
Richard, spirited away to our current century by 
time travelers in a misguided attempt to save 
their lives. The four fumble through attempts to 
figure out how to save them from their 
historically presumed deaths. While the 
children know next to nothing about the real 
princes, they have a firsthand chance to watch 
history in the making, all the while hoping that 
they won't alter time too much and end up 
getting the princes killed anyway. Haddix 
ratchets up the tension here, letting it mount in 
moment-by-moment near misses and escapes. 
The kids' futuristic helper, JB, tries his best to 
keep them from causing too much damage to 
time, showing himself to be on their side. Full 
of interesting historical details, but muddy with 
the science of time travel, this is a fantastic 
follow-up to the first book. Haddix even poses 
an interesting "what if" about the real fates of 
Edward and Richard. By the book's end, Jonah 
still doesn't know who he really is, and readers 

will be just as anxious as he is to find out. The 
next installment can't come quickly enough.‖ 
 
The Strange Case of Origami Yoda   by Tom 
Angleberger 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―In this funny, 
uncannily wise portrait of the dynamics of a 
sixth-grade class and of the greatness that 
sometimes comes in unlikely packages, 
Dwight, a loser, talks to his classmates via an 
origami finger puppet of Yoda. If that weren‘t 
strange enough, the puppet is uncannily wise 
and prescient. Origami Yoda predicts the date 
of a pop quiz, guesses who stole the 
classroom Shakespeare bust, and saves a 
classmate from popularity-crushing 
embarrassment with some well-timed advice. 
Dwight‘s classmate Tommy wonders how Yoda 
can be so smart when Dwight himself is so 
clueless. With contributions from his puzzled 
classmates, he assembles the case file that 
forms this novel.‖ 
 
Sunrise   by Erin Hunter 
(Book #6 in the Power of Three Warriors 
series) 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 ) /  ―There will be 
three, kin of your kin . . . who hold the power of 
the stars in their paws.  The secret of 
Hollyleaf's, Jayfeather's, and Lionblaze's true 
identities has been revealed, but one shocking 
question remains unanswered. Now, in the 
harshest days of leaf-bare, Clanmate turns 
upon Clanmate, danger lurks behind familiar 
faces, and one more warrior may be lost 
forever. . .‖  
  

The Viperôs Nest   by Peter Lerangis 
(Book seven in The 39 Clues series) 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―…Shaken by 
recent events, Amy and Dan flee to a distant 
land and trace the footsteps of their most 
formidable ancestor yet: a military leader of 
mythic proportions. Yet just as the siblings 
begin to master the art of ancient warfare, they 
confront a dangerous enemy that can't be 
felled with a sword: the truth. With the stakes 
higher than ever, Amy and Dan uncover 
something so devastating it changes 
everything – the secret of their family branch.‖ 
 

 
 



NON FICTION 
 

The World Encyclopedia of Flags and 
Heraldry   by Alfred Znamierowski and 
Stephen Slater 
―From ancient standards and ancestral shields 
to modern coats of arms and the flags of 
emerging nations - learn the fascinating 
language and visual vocabulary of arms, 
banners and ensigns that knots together the 
diverse strands of our history and brings alive 
today the colours and textures of a rich cultural 
heritage shared and revered by all the nations 
of the world.‖  
 
National Geographic Answer Book: Fast 
Facts About Our World   
―For anyone who has pondered the vastness of 
our universe, the rich variety of our planet, and 
the endlessly fascinating world of knowledge 
that surrounds us National Geographic 
presents this timely volume.  Exploring a full 
spectrum of topics, from the universe to climate 
and weather, from the human world to science 
and technology, this meticulously written and 
extravagantly illustrated book is the ultimate 
family reference.‖ 
 
Numbelievable!  The Dramatic Stories 
Behind the Most Memorable Numbers in 
Sports History   by Michael X. Ferraro and 
John Veneziano 
―Nothing shapes the way we think about sports 
and athletes more than numbers. And that's 
why sports fans are drawn to them, especially 
those that signify something special or out of 
the ordinary. Numbelievable showcases the 
most extraordinary numbers in all of sports, 
making it a compelling and highly entertaining 
look at the numbers that sports fans cherish 
the most.‖ 
 
1001 Reasons to Love America   by  Hubert 
Pedroli & Mary Tiegreen 
―The authors who gave readers 1,001 Reasons 
to Love Golf have turned their rose-tinted lens 
on America, and the result is this amusing, 
relentlessly upbeat illustrated gift book, which 
is decked out in blues, reds, whites, stars and 
stripes. Those who have a healthy sense of 
patriotism will enjoy perusing these pages, 
reading about great leaders like Abraham 
Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson (both of whom 

make the top 60) and remembering simple 
indulgences like apple pie, a ride in a Chevrolet 
Corvette or "mulled cider at Christmas." The list 
of foods goes on and on; indeed, the authors 
name everything from Fig Newtons and "white 
bread sandwiches with a big glass of milk" to 
Kool Aid, cornbread and "creamed chipped 
beef on toast," giving the impression that, if 
nothing else, readers should love America for 
its food. Great athletes and "immortal" movie 
stars like Jean Harlow and Robert De Niro also 
make the list, along with numerous sites 
(Yellowstone National Park, The World‘s 
Largest Catsup Bottle, etc.) and sounds (like 
"barbershop quartets" and the "howl of a wolf 
deep in the forest"). Despite the authors‘ 
assertion at the beginning of the book that the 
list of reasons to love America is "endless," one 
gets the impression that they were scraping the 
bottom of the barrel when they came up with 
these dubious selections: "the ‗pffft‘ sound that 
accompanies the opening of a can of 
Budweiser," the "Boeing G-52 Stratofortress" 
and "the dry song of the washboard." 
Nevertheless, this book succeeds in doing 
what the authors hope it will, which is serve as 
an "inspiration to discover other things to love 
about our great country." After perusing this 
book, readers will undoubtedly come up with a 
few of their own reasons to love America.‖ 
 
Timeless North America: Great Parks that 
Capture Natureôs Wonders   edited by 
Francesco Petretti 
―This volume, beautifully illustrated with an 
exhaustive collection of photographs, 
describes the national parks and other large 
protected areas of North America, in particular 
focusing on the United States, Canada, Mexico 
and Guatemala.  The choice of the areas 
covered has been guided by a desire to 
investigate all the diverse natural 
environments.  Care was taken not to neglect 
the smaller natural reserves since they are 
critical to the conservation of landscape and 
biodiversity.  All the regions viewed encompass 
environmental legacies that are unique.‖ 
 
  

 
 


