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MISSION STATEMENT

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary School is
dedicated to living the Gospel values. Our Franciscan,
academically challenging curriculum teaches and
supports students in becoming contributing members of
their communities.

St. Francis of Assisi

Schoolwide Learning Expectations
A St. Francis of Assisi Student is:
A) Spiritual who
-understands the Catholic faith
-demonstrates Gospel values
-actively participates in prayer celebrations
-shows a love of God, others, and self

B) Academic who
-actively solves problems and thinks
critically
-makes progress through the diocesan
standards
-develops and shares knowledge and talents
-demonstrates a curiosity and respect for
learning

C) Respectful who
-appreciates diversity and the uniqueness of
others
-practices good citizenship
-lives the “Acts of Courtesy”
-cares for God’s creations

D) Confident who
-recognizes self-worth
-leads and cooperates
-embraces challenges
-always perseveres

E) Responsible who
-practices self-discipline
-makes Christ-like decisions
-owns his/her choices
- is trustworthy

Principal’s Message
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parents,

Next Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, begins
our Lenten season. Since we will not be here on
Wednesday, we will have a prayer service, with
ashes, on Thursday morning at 8am. Lent is a
special time in our lives as Catholics, as we deepen
our relationship with Jesus. Throughout Lent, your
children will be involved in a variety of ways to
strengthen their spirituality. | encourage all of you
to take this time to become more spiritual as a
family, too.

Last Tuesday, on Staff Appreciation Day,
our staff was treated to a delicious lunch put on by
our Room Parents. A huge thank you to Paul and
Maria Chan and Michele Villarreal, who
spearheaded the lovely event, as well as all the
parents who helped. We all felt so appreciated and
wonderfully full!!

Don'’t forget about the upcoming five day
weekend. School will be closed Monday, Feb 15™
through Wednesday, Feb17th. School will reopen
on Thursday, Feb. 18",

Our WASC accreditation couldn’t have gone
any better! If you would like to read the final
report, it is posted on our website and available by
link from this Wed Envelope. The WASC Team
especially recognized our students in their list of
school strengths saying, “Confident, secure
students who appreciate the value of a St. Francis
education, are committed to the service of others,
are courteous, and are conscientious stewards of
the earth who genuinely reflect the Schoolwide
Learning Expectations: Spiritual, Academic,
Respectful, Confident, and Responsible.” e
couldn’t agree more!

In the Peace of St. Francis of Assisi,

Mrs. Laurie Power


http://www.stfranciselem.org/docs/WASC_Final_Report_2010.pdf

NO SCHOOL FEB 15, 16, AND 17TH

St. Francis Elementary
School Calendar
February 2010
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11 School Mass, 9:30 am, Church
SAC Meeting, 5:30 pm, Assisi Room

12 Diocesan Choral Festival, School Choir
Performing 9:30 - 11:30 am, CB High School
Tall Ship, 5t Grade Field Trip

12 Valentine’s Day Family Dance, 6:00 - 8:30 pm

15-17 NO SCHOOL

18 Ash Wednesday, School Mass, 8:00 am, Church
CSUS Academic Talent Search Test, 3:30 pm

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
If you have another child who you
would like to enroll at St. Francis
Elementary for the fall, NOW is the
time to do so. We are accepting
applications for new students for the
2010-11 school year through February
19™. For more information, visit our
website or call the school office.

Registration 2010 — 2011 Reminder

Registration for returning students
and new entering siblings for the 2010 ¢
2011 school year will take place in
March.

Registration Packets will be
mailed to all families in February.
Completed forms and fee payments are
due in the office by March 11, 2010.
New entering siblings may register in
March, provided they have an
application on file.

If your child will not be returning
in the fall, Exit Notices are available in
the office. Please notify the principal of
your intentions by March 15, 2010. New

students awaiting placement will be
accepted following the deadline.

Registration forms are not
available online. Please contact the
Finance Office if you do not receive a
packet by March 1+t

School Advisory Commission Mtg
Please come to the SAC meeting
tomorrow night at 5:30 in the Assisi
Room. We will be discussing the
budget for the 2010-11 school year,
which includes tuition rates. All are
welcome; your input is appreciated!

ITALIAN

On February 9 t, the Italian classes will be

celebrating o0Carnevaled by

dolce (sweet) 0 Sfingi (Italian donuts). We have
formed cooking groups of 5 students each &
and hav e created some interesting names for
our groups. We have:

6t grade

- Le Migliori grandiose Sfingi (the best,
grandest donuts)

- Cingue bianci leoni (5 white lions)

- Imperiali Couceri (The Imperial cooks)

7t grade
- Spezie Sorelli (Spice sisters)
- Cucine Vacci 8 Moo Moo! (Cooking cows)

8th grade

-Non abbiamo un nome! ( We
name.)

- Siamo Troppo vecchia! (We are too old! !)

The ltalian students are  also working on
masks and costumes for our Carnevale Parade
throughout the classrooms and School on
February 11t at 2:30. The winning students
(most cr eat i500&Epuroswidl | get

The Spanish students will be joining us
this year as Carneval e, Carnival is celebrated
all over the world.




FERIA010
April 24, 5:30pm

Save the date NOW for the main event of our
school year! Silent and live auctions, delicious

food and dr iMokegdetadsaill c i n
follow!

Congratulations Lady Wolves! -
Congratulations to the ladies of the St. S

Francis Junior Varsity Competitive Team

(6™ grade) who came in 1% place at the St.
Patrick Basketball Tournament last weekend.
Our very own Adrianna Alvarado was named
MVP!

Congratulations also goes out to the St.
Francis Elementary Girls Junior Varsity
Recreational Team (5™ grade) for winning
the 3" place trophy in the Holy Cross
Classic Tournament. Maryael Ramos was
selected to be on the All Tournament Team .

Taekwondo

Maryael Ramos (5'" grade) competed in the
Winter Regional Taekwondo Championships
held at Grant High School on January 17,
2010. Maryaelwon agold medal in the
black belt formsand agold medal in the
black belt weaponsdivisions.

Mario Ramos (2" grade) also competed in

the sparring competition, but was

eliminated from the medalswith alossin a
highly competitive fight. However, Mario
deserves a word of 6con
great fighting spirit!

Religion Round-Up

The Lord is my light and my salvation;

whom shall | fear?
Psalm 27

"

This weekend marks the final Sunday in
Ordinary Time. The season of Lent will begin
with Ash Wednesday on February 17", Lent is
a time of prayer, fasting, and alms-giving. Our
prayer services will reflect the quiet,
introspective nature of this season. They will
be modeled after the
with short, repetitive songs, a reading, and
silence. Our parish has Taize prayer every
Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Itis a
wonder ful way to fArec

Last week our seventh grade showed us
that going to a Catholic school is a smart thing
to do for many reasons. They acted out scenes
of Anot smarto and fs
CarMax commercials. It was a light-hearted
look at how important our Catholic schools are.

On Monday, the first graders reminded
usthat St . Vayhenorsa saiat @o
showed Gododés | ove.
how we can show love by our actions. That is
the best valentine of all!

Our school Mass tomorrow will be a
memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes. Eighth grade
will lead. In lieu of a collection, they will make
AGet Well o cards for
hip before Thanksgiving. We will ask Our Lady
of Lourdes for healing.

Congratulations to Samantha Lingao
who celebrated her first Sacrament of
Reconciliation last weekend.

[N

Our schedule for the next few weeks is as follows:

rat ul ationsoé f or i S

g ISate Ledrl)v ‘Hme
Thurs Feb11 8™  Mass 8:30 a.m.
Thurs Feb18 8" Ash i We d n 8:60chay 0
Mon Feb 22 2 Prayer Service 8:10 a.m.
Mon Mar 1 6" Prayer Service 8:10 a.m.

Parents are always welcome to join us for prayer
services and Masses.
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Mr . Caindbs B

FICTION

[Our thanks to Father Anthonhy
for his contribution
of the following two
fascinating books]

Angels and Miracles by The American Bible
Society

fWhat does the Bible tell us about the reality of
miracles and angels?

This book explores many Old and New
Testament accounts and events that lie beyond
our understanding and are thus described as
supernatural. It also invites readers to explore
the events as the Bible represents them and to
discover the meaning they may hold for
contemporary I|ife. o

God Bless the Gargoyles by Dav Pilkey
Reading
ago were "set...on perches to guard and
protect and watch over churches" have over
time become objects of fear and derision. Now
they are sad and full of pain and their "stony
old hearts" are broken. But graceful young
angels arrive on a stormy night, one for each
gargoyle, to comfort them and fly with them
over the earth. The angels cast God's blessing
on all creatures. Even the grieving, the lonely,
and the homeless are shown to have guardian
angels to comfort and protect them. This
simple storyé is told in doggerel-like couplets
with a number ofé rhymes. The neatly boxed
and bordered poetry, four lines to a page, is
imposed on spectacular illustrations. The richly
colored, sculptural, textured paintings fill the
double-page spreads. Echoes of medieval
stained glass, city buildings outlined against
brilliantly hued night skies, and lonely streets
inspired by Edward Hopper blend in a
sequence of dramatic pictures through which
the gargoyles and their attendants continuously
fly. Gargoyles and angels are popular icons
and will certainly attract notice [through] the

hi gh quality of the i

| e v eGargoylad that loag e S

n el f [Following are eleven more of the

recently awarded
2010 American Library Association
Literary Award Winners]

The John Newbery Medal for the
Most Qutstanding Contribution

to childrendés | iter

(Honor Book)

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by
Jacqueline Kelly

Reading level: Grade 57 8 / AA charn

inventive story of a child struggling to find her
identity at the turn of the 20th century. As the
only girl in an upper crust Texas family of
seven children, Calpurnia, 11, is expected to
enter young womanhood with all its trappings
of tight corsets, cookery, and handiwork. Unlike
other girls her age, Callie is most content when
bbserviing and collecting scientific specimens
with her grandfather. Bemoaning her lack of
formal knowledge, he surreptitiously gives her
a copy of The Origin of Species and Callie
begins her exploration of the scientific method
and evolution, eventually happening upon the
possible discovery of a new plant species.
Callie's mother, believing that a diet of Darwin,
Dickens, and her grandfather's influence will
make Callie dissatisfied with life, sets her on a
path of cooking lessons, handiwork
improvement, and an eventual debut into
society. Callie's confusion and despair over her
changing life will resonate with girls who feel
different or are outsiders in their own society.
Callie is a charming, inquisitive protagonist; a

joyous, bright, and thoughtful creation. The

conclusion encompasses bewilderment,
excitement, and humor as the dawn of a new
century approaches. Several scenes, including
a younger brother's despair over his turkeys
intended for the Thanksgiving table and Callie's
heartache over receiving The Science of
Housewifery as a Christmas gift, mix gentle
humor and pathos to great effect. The book
ends wéth uncertaisty aver Callie's future, but
there's no uncertainty over the achievement of
Kelly's debut novel . o0



The Pura Belpre (lllustrator) Award
honoring a Latino writer and illustrator
whose childrenods
best portray, affirm and celebrate
the Latino cultural experience

b

Book Fiesta: Celebrate
Day:Celebremos El dia de los ninos/El dia
de los libros illustrated by Rafael Lopes and
written by Pat Mora

Reading level: Grade PreSchoolT 3 How A
very appropriate that the first trade book about
Chil drends Day/ Book Day
enthusiastically penned by the founder of this
holiday, celebrated annually since 1996 on
April 30, the same dat e
Child. This call to arms for connecting kids and
books exhorts everyone to read and have fun
in whatever language and locale they choose:
AHooray! Today 1is our
Letdés have fun today
books. Toon! Toon! o
bilingual text in Spanish and English is
beautifully illustrated in bright, bold, acrylic
paintings that integrate books and letters into
timeless scenes of multicultural children
cavorting, exploring, and, of course, reading.
Turn to the back of the book for more on
Mor ab6s i nangsugyestionsdon s
celebratingc hi | dr e ningourlownt e r a ¢
communityé o

d
r ¢
The

The Pura Belpre (lllustrator) Award
honoring a Latino writer and illustrator
whose childrenods
best portray, affirm and celebrate
the Latino cultural experience
(Honor Book)

My Abuelita lllustrated by Yuyi Morales and
written by Tony Johnston

Reading level: PreSchool-Gr ade 1 /
describes the morning routine he shares with
his grandmother as she prepares for work.
Flights of fancy enliven the tasks of bathing,
eating breakfast, and dressing. When the pair
arrive at her workplace, readers discover that
Abuelita is a storytellerd a calling that her

a

grandson shares. Spanish words are sprinkled

throughout, often followed by brief definitions.
For example, the boy says, "I live with my
grandmaéel call her Abu
o effedtively engages young readers' interest by
mentioning the woman's work, but not
revealing what she does until the final page.
Morales's bold, innovative illustrations brilliantly
reinfdrce ¢ha @x¢. Oriboaey spriad, ddhnston
writes that Abuelcaldbaza.i
A pumpkin.” On the left, children see a
cheerful, round person, while a mirror on the
right shows a pumpkin with Abuelita's smiling
face. The illustrations represent a fresh new
direatian fodMotales. Characters molded from
polymer clay are dressed in brightly patterned
fabrics and placed among images that evoke
Meaxicad artx Abuebt@sanirrbrasyramed by t h e
traditional metalwork, and her storytelling props
include a winged serpent and a Day of the
Dead skeleton. While the story is firmly placed
a in a MexiBan codtéxta childiren of adl sthnin an§ o
a thciah pckgraumds Viillebe drawin to the eye-
satching illupthatiohsamdwha und/ersal story of
a loving intergenerat:.

The Pura Belpre (Author) Award
honoring a Latino writer and illustrator
whose childrenods
best portray, affirm and celebrate
the Latino cultural experience
(Honor Book)

Diego: Bigger Than Life by Carmen T.

Bernier-Grand
0 &Ré&ading level: Grade 77 U p /In thisiwell-
written and beautifully illustrated volume, the
life of Mexican artist Diego Rivera, best known
for murals depicting working people, is
introduced in free verse. Similar in format to
Bernier-Gr a n @é8as: Si, se puede! = Yes,
We Can! (2004) and Frida: Viva la vida! Long
Live Life! (2007), the book offers a
¢hroolmgical sequence of poems, each
appearing either on a single page
accompanied by a small illustration or on a left-
hand page with a full-page picture on the
right. Almost all written in first person from the
artistés point of wvi
information succinctly within a context of
colorful narrative and clearly expressed
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emotion. Each poem stands alone, yet some
words, ideas, and images recur, creating an
interconnected sequence. A three-page
appended biography clarifies and amplifies the
information in the verse. Also appended are a
glossary, a chronology, a source bibliography,
notes, and quotes from the artist. Apart from
four reproductions of
one photo of the artist, the illustrations are
mixed-media pictures by Diaz. Depicting
Rivera and his world, these iconic images glow
with warmth, light, and color. In the
backgrounds, some scenes incorporate
imagery from Aztec art, which Rivera
collected. A lively verse portrait illuminated
with incandescenti | | ustr at i

The Schneider Family Book Award
for books that embody an artistic

expression
of the disability experience

Anything but Typical
Baskin

Reading level: Grade 47 7/ Baskin writes in
the voice of a high-functioning boy who
identifies himself as having numerous
disorders, most with labels that appear as
alphabet soup. In the third grade, after yet
another battery of tests, Jason receives the
diagnosis of autism. Now in sixth grade, he
relates how he does not fit in, even though he
tries to follow the instructions of his therapists
and helpers. He labels the rest of his
classmates and teachers as neurotypicals, or
NTs for short. While humor resonates
throughout the book, the pathos of Jason's
situation is never far from readers'
consciousness. If only he could act on what he
knows he needs to do, his life would be so
much easier. Jason also shows himself to be a
deep thinker and an excellent writer. Through
his stories and thinly veiled fictional characters,
Baskin reveals not only the obstacles that
Jason faces, but also his fierce determination
to be himself at all costs. Jason is a believable
and empathetic character in spite of his
idiosyncrasies. Baskin also does a superb job
of developing his parents and younger brother

by Nora Raleigh

ons.

as real people with real problems, bravely
traversing their lives with a differently abled
child without a road map, but with a great deal
of |l ove. O

The Theodor Seuss Geisel Award
v Brnaodétgdistphquisned begigring eeadar
book
(Honor Book)

Pearl and Wagner: One Funny Day by Kate
McMullan

Reading level: Grade 17 3 / Al n t
addition to a solid series, fluent beginning
readers will identify with Wagner's April Fools'
Day of frustration and satisfaction. In the first
chapter, the mouse is fooled by his friend
Pearl, his teacher, the librarian, and the
cafeteria menu. Then he hopes that the
announcement of a math test is another trick,
only to discover that "It's for real." Next, Mr.
Jumper holds a dance contest during a rainy
recess in the gym. Pearl dazzles everyone with
her jitterbug and Lulu hip-hops with some
"smooth moves," but when Wagner boogies
down he falls on his behind. In the third
chapter, Wagner asks to visit the school nurse.
He returns to class covered with green spots
and announces that he has "a bad case of bug
pox" and that it's catching. After several loud
sneezes, he exclaims, "Ah...ah...ah...April
fools!" McMullan's exquisitely crafted story has
an endearing blend of humor, humiliation,
friendship, and familiar school scenarios. Done
in pen and ink, watercolor, and colored pencil,
Alley's distinguished illustrations feature a
variety of expressive animal characters whose
kinesthetic expressions cheerfully depict many
ofthehappeni ngs. o

The Robert F. Sibert Medal
for most distinquished informational book
for children

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared
To Dream by Tanya Lee Stone

Reading level: Grades 51 8 / Spaéde gals.
Astronettes. Astrodolls . . . Who do these



women t hink they are?o
them. Male astronauts did not want them, and
neither did then Vice-president Lyndon
Johnson. If they were to let women into the
space program, blacks and other minorities
would be next. Nearly 20 years before the U.S.
officially admitted women into the astronaut
program, 13 women, known as the Mercury 13,
fought for the right to soar into space. This
dramatic, large-size photo-essay covers their
stories, along with the exciting politics of the
womenos | i
6060s (AWhat is a
breakthrough science and technology
surrounding space exploration, including
details of the would-b e
training. The chatty,
t hi s 0) -pagepthotos mdke for a fast
read, and the crucial civil-rights history will stay
with readers. The long, spacious back matter is
part of the story, with detailed chapter notes
and a bibliography.o

The Robert F. Sibert Medal
for most distinquished informational book
for children
(2 Honor Books)

The Day-Glo Brothers: The True Story of
Bob and Joe Switzer ds
Brand-New Colors by Chris Barton
Reading level: Grade 41 6/ nBefore 1935,
fluorescent colors did not exist. Barton
discusses how two brothers worked together to
create the eye-popping hues. Joe Switzer
figured out that using a black light to create a
fluorescent glow could spruce up his magic act,
so the brothers built an ultraviolet lamp. They
began to experiment with various chemicals to
make glow-in-the-dark paints. Soon Joe used
fluorescent-colored paper costumes in his act
and word got around. Through trial and error,
the brothers perfected their creation. The story
is written in clear language and includes
whimsical cartoons. While endpapers are Day-
Glo bright, most of the story is illustrated in
black, white, gray, and touches of color,
culminating in vivid spreads. Discussions on
regular fluorescence and daylight fluorescence
are appended. This unique book does an

T

b e rinathiei19%0s arglt r U
wo man§

astronaut so

h eexceflentjob &f descoribiig @ardinnovative
process. 0

MOONSHOT: The Flight of Apollo 11 by

Brian Floca

Reading level: Grade 27 5 / ALar ge
as well as topic, this stirring account retraces
Apollo 11's historic mission in brief but precise
detail, and also brilliantly captures the mighty
scope and drama of the achievement.

Rendered in delicate lines and subtly

gbdelated watercolors, the eye-filling
ilystraonsalw yiewernta followhthes three
astronauts as they lumber aboard their
spacecraft for the blastoff and ensuing
weseks$oagdj ourney

" Q

home will not smell so good./This is not why
anyone/wants to be an astronaut”). They split
up so that two can make their famous sortie,
and then reunite for the return to "the good and
lonely Earth,/ glowing in the sky." Floca
enhances his brief, poetic main text with an
opening spread that illustrates each
component of Apollo 11, and a lucid closing
summary of the entire Apollo program that,
among other enlightening facts, includes a
comment from Neil Armstrong about what he
said versus what he meant to say when he
stepped onto the lunar surface. Consider this
commemoration of the first Moon landing's

r A0thtanniversdreg as a spectacllar alternative
for younger readers to Catherine Thimmesh's
Team Moon (Houghton, 2006).

The Mildred L. Batchelder Award
forout standing chil
translated from a foreign lanquage
and subsequently published in the United
States
(2 Honor Books)

Big Wolf & little wolf by Nadine Brun-Cosme
(translated by Claudia Bedrick)

Reading level: PreSchool-Gr ade 2 /
lives alone under a tree at the top of a hill until
one autumn day when Little Wolf comes along.
At first he is wary of this stranger who silently
joins him for exercises at the top of the tree,
lunch at the base, and sleepy time against the

("éther
m ougside tlze wiedow;/after aeveek thi®smallt ur e

dr er



trunk. But when Big Wolf goes for a walk and
comes back to find Little Wolf gone, he realizes
that "a little one, indeed a very little one, [has]
taken up space in his heart. A lot of space.” Big
Wolf waits through a lonely winter, until one
spring day a tiny dot in the distance slowly
grows to become Little Wolf, returning at last,
and a beautiful friendship begins. This
translation has careful phrasing. Tallec's
colorful illustrations play off the quiet dignity of
the text, revealing emotion through the
characters' stances and expressions,
employing a sketchy painting style that brims
with Iight.o

Eidi by Bodil Gredsdorff (translated by
Kathryn Mahaffy)

Reading level: Grade 47 7  In The &row-Girl
(Farrar, 2004), Bredsdorff introduces readers
to a group of characters composed of tattered
remnants of families that death or pain have
dissolved. That background is missing here,
leaving readers a bit puzzled as to how they
are related, but it soon doesn't matter as Eidi
takes over the tale. The daughter of Foula, who
has a new husband and a new baby, Eidi feels
uncertain of her place in the household. She
travels with a kindly neighbor, Rossan, to the
city, where she finds a needy orphan, a young
boy named Tink, cruelly mistreated by his
stepfather. Eidi gradually grows to understand
her own desires, abilities, and power as she
nurtures Tink and fights for his survival and her
own. The time and place are quite vague; the
author brings to life a simply functioning world
similar to that found in fairy talesd a place that
is both specific and universal. Lyrically told, the
narrative provides apt descriptions of events
and of the natural world. Readers easily
decode the motivations and inner thoughts
revealed in the actions and words of the
characters who are vividly and quickly
delineated but possess lively complexities. An
excellentfollow-up f or fans of

t

FICTION

Little Mouse Gets Ready by Jeff Smith
Reading level: Ages 41 8  Little Mouse is
here to show the picture-book set how to get
dressed. 1t& time to go to the barn; Little
Mouse is excited, but first he must get ready.
Underpants are EASY to put on. Just be sure
to get your tail in the tail hole! Socks, pants,
boots and shirt with difficult buttons follow.
Through it all, Little Mouse talks about all the
fun things to do in the barn, like eating seeds
and oats from the ground and swimming in the
cow® water. Little Mouse is so proud of having
dressed himself...until Mama comes back to
ask what he's doing. She looks him over and
says, Well...mice don t wear clothes! That
literally knocks Little Mouse's socks, and
everything else, off. With his first book for the
very young, Smith, creator of the beloved and
award-winning BONE graphic novels, adds
another strong entry into Toon Book's fledgling
series of hybrid comics/early readers. The big
friendly panels in autumn pastels and the silly
twist ending will have emergent readers going
straight back to the

Mouse and Mole: Fine Feathered Friends
by Wong Herbert Yee

Reading level: Ages 41 8 Itis a biustery
spring day, and Mouse and Mole are very
excited. They are going to go bird watching!
They are planning to make bird books! Mouse
and Mole pack paper and crayons and hurry
outside. It turns out, birds are not so easy to
watch. Splashing in puddles scare them away.
Stepping on crunchy leaves does too. Mole
rubs his snout. Mouse twirls her tail. Together,
they come up with a plan to get closer to the
birds. A plan that includes glue and

h feathiersér .3in Mduse arkd Mole on another

high-flying adventure in which teamwork,
brainstorming, and good ideas always make for
a fun day out!o

Dork Diaries by Rachel Renee Russell
Reading level: Grade 5171 8 /
old Nikki J. Maxwell has been awarded a

scholarship to a prestigious private middle

f

r

nFeatr t ee



school as a part of her father's bug sign from StarClan to discover the identity of
extermination contract. Her angst as she deals the third cat. Meanwhile, Dovekit and lvykitd
with the resident mean girl, her embarrassing kin of the great leader Firestard are poised to
parents, her crush on the hot boy, and making become ThunderClan apprentices. Soon one
new friends are all recorded alongside sister will have an ominous dreamd and will
numerous sketches of her life. Although begin to realize that she possesses mystical
occasionally amusing, Nikki is not a very skills unmatched by any other cat. In the midst
likable character. She is shallow and self- of a cruel season that threatens the lives of all
centered and fails to show any growth in the four warrior Clans, bonds will be forged,
book, even as she one-ups popular and cruel promises made, and three young cats will start
MacKenzie in the end. In fact, Nikki, who steals to unravel the secrets t
her neighbor's hearing aid and plays pranks on
her little sister, is somewhat of a mean girl The Kingdom of Fantasy by Geronimo
herself. All the other characters are Stilton
underdeveloped, including Nikki's family and (Original Title: Nel Regno Della Fantasia)
her new BFFs, Chloe and Zoey. Black-and- Reading level: Ages 91 12 / nl, Ger
white drawings, which are often witty, appear Stilton, never expected to find a golden
throughout the text, which is printed on lined staircase in my attic. But one day | did! At the
pages as though from a diary. Fans of Jeff top of the stairs, there was a door. And
Kinney's Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Abrams) may beyond the door was a world | never could
enjoy this bookébo have imagined i the Kingdom of Fantasy! | set

off on an incredible adventure to save the
Fairy School Dropout by Meredith Badger Queen of the Fairies. Along the way, | had to
Reading level: Grade 375/ Ellg Knottleweed- face giant scorpions, witches, sea serpents,
Eversprightly hates being a fairy. She wants to pixies, and dozens of other fantastical
leave the Mossy Blossom Academy for Young creatures. Holey cheese, what a journey! |
Fairies, where she is always in trouble. couldndét wait to get hom
Because she has been expelled from two all about 1t in this boo
previous fairy academies, Mossy Blossom is codes, riddles, puzzles, and other amazing
her last chance. If she fails here, she will not di scoveries that | made
get her "wish fulfillment license.” In Badger's
fairy world, fairies are human-size and live in Step Inside the Nutcracker: A Magic 3-
houses just like people do. When Elly Dimensional Fairytale World lllustrated by
accidentally meets the human girl next door, Marsela Hajdinjak Krec
they each become the other's answer to a Reading level: Ages3i1 Up [/ AnStep i
wish. Elly helps Jess create a "magical” classic story of The Nutcracker! Youol | I
science project, and Jess repairs Elly's magical tale, and want to enjoy the delightful
wandéHere's a hilariougs thmeddnmrsibnal steroe 8 hagai 1 odnd
So sweet' fairy stories on the market."
The Fourth Apprentice by Erin Hunter
(Book # 1 in the Warriors, Omen of the Stars NON FICTION
series)
Reading level: Ages 91 12 / g Af tler the sharp
eyed jay and the roaring lion, peace will Shark Attack by Mark Shulman
¢ 0 meFéur warrior Clans have shared the Reading level: Ages 41 8 Gavagéikillers or
land around the lake as equals for many endangered victims? This book tells readers
moons. But a prophecy foretells that three the truth about the most feared creatures in the
ThunderClan cats will hold the power of the sea. o
stars in their paws. Jayfeather and Lionblaze
know that they are two of the cats in the
prophecy. Now the brothers must wait for a




Incredible Animals: Eye Opening Photos of
Animals in Action by Scholastic

Reading level: Ages 31 12 / AFrom
lemurs to slow-moving sloths, lizards that can
walk on water and protective mother bears,
Incredible Animals! is an around-the-world
journey that is as fantastic as it is fascinating.
Animals hunting, sleeping, eating and at play
show us another side of life in the wild. Jaw-
dropping photos, fun facts, and amazing
statistics draw young readers into the wonder

of the natural world. Amazing and rarely seen
images, presented in 46 panoramic spreads,
presented with just the right amount of details
about locations, behaviors, and the relationship
we share with the living world around us, are

the perfect introduction to a lifetime of interest
in our (lIlncredible!) pl

Beastly Birds and Bats by Lynn Huggins-
Cooper

Reading level: Ages 31 12 / AWhi ch
coughs up pellets packed with bones, fur, and
claws? Which feathery creature is nicknamed
Astinkero because of it
flying animal eats about 250 bees a day? If

you canodot answer these
Beastly Birds and Bats is for you! Uncover the
bizarre behavior and horrible habits of the

worl dés most unus-paeked cr
with foul facts. Stunning photographs bring
youtooclosefor comfort to st

Big Cats by Sujatha Menon

Reading | evel: Ages 6 3
jaguarséthey all bel ong
the cat. But beware: these are no ordinary

cats! They are predators, wild beasts feared

by everyone. Where do they live? What do

they eat? Why do they have spots or stripes?

Find answers to all these questions in this 4871
page book! o

Bizarre Dinosaurs: Some Very Strange
Creatures and Why We Think They Got That
Way by Christopher Sloan

Reading level: Ages 91 12/ Withistate-of-
the-art, digitally modeled images, fantastic
photos of fossils, and up-to-date scientific
interpretations, Bizarre Dinosaurs introduces
dino-lovers to a group of very strange

includes Masiakasaurus, a fierce some beast
whose mouth bristled with serrated, slightly
daoked, forgvard-poking teeth; Deinocheirus
with his ungainly long arms and huge triple
claws; Epedendrosaurus with a tiny body and
pinky fingers as long as his arms; and flat-
faced Dracorex hogwartsia, the "dragon king of
Hogwarts," named after H
of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Paleontologist
Josh Smith uses clear and informed text to tell
kids what we know and what we are still
guessing about this collection of odd-looking
monsters, including how scientists think they
used their individual bizarre characteristics. In
his introduction, life-long dinosaur enthusiast
John Updike gives young readers a new
perspective on the sheer weirdness of
a dirosaure by turnihg.ouar relationship with them
on its head: "How weird might a human body
look to dinosaurs?" he asks. "That thin and
featherless skin, that dish-flat face, that limp
hiprightistance, those feeble, clawless five
digits at the end of each limb, that ghastly utter
lack of a taild ugh. Whatever did this creature
s dostavearh hisyplace m thé sun, a Wéh-armohed,
nicely specialized dino might ask."
gueasy questions, then
My Book of Bugs by Valerie Davies
Reading level: Grade Kindergarteni 3/ My f
e Bdolof Bugs.is a charenimg introduction to
insects for young readers. Fascinating text
r aamdgsemall pee@tbroughénoles encourage the
reader to turn the pages and discover more
about bugs! o
nd Up / ALions, tigers,
NationallGeographio KeafleasmSnakgs! ey
Melissa Stewart
Reading level:
[ Thi s book i s easgto-teadv e | 2
series for curious kids!
perfect for kids who are ready for longer
sentences and more complex vocabulary.
New words are defined on the page, but
occasional adult help might be welcome.]
ATheyodre SSSSLI THEBRY! SL
creep us out! But get to
find snakes private, quiet types who just want a
cool, shady place to call home. From the tip of
their forked tongues, to skin that sheds, to the
rattles on certain tails, these creatures have
secrets all kids will love. Cool photos and fun

creatures indeed. The cast of characters

facts slip us inside the



Animals Around the World by Wade Cooper
Reading level:

[ This book is on | evel
Reader o series. Based
about how children learn to read, Scholastic
Readers are developed under the supervision
of reading experts and are educator approved.
Level 2 includes 2501 750 words and
introduces new vocabulary words and longer
sentences.]

AThis book I s an ideal
combining simple words and sentences with
stunning color photography of real-life

ani mal séo

Sun, Moon and Stars by Stephanie Turnbull
(Internet Referenced/Level 2 : Beginners
Nature i New Format - illustrated by Kuo
Kang Chen and Uwe Mayer)

Reading level: Ages 41 8 This exploration
of the sun, moon and stars is part of a series
introducing children to the wonder of the world
around them. It has two reading levels, with a
simple sentence on each page for beginners,
accompanied by more complex information
which can be read as the child's confidence

grows.o AWhat i s the Sun
astronauts get to the Moon and what did they

find there? I n this bog
and | ots more aboutSunyh a

Moon and Stars is part of an exciting new
series of books for children who are beginning
to read on their own. The easy-to-read text
has been specially written with the help of a
reading expert.o

Planet Earth by Leonie Pratt (Level 2:
Usbourne Beginners)

Reading level: Ages 41 8 / )
pl anet earth so
have anything living on it for a start. But it also
has fiery volcanoes, magnificent mountains,
scorching deserts and icy landscapes. Find
out all about it in this fantastic book. Planet
Earth is part of an exciting series of books for
children who are beginning to read on their
own. The easy-to-read text has been specially
written with the help

Wh at

Amazing Snakes! (I Can Read Book 2) by
Sarah L. Thomson (Photographs provided by
the Wildlife Conservation Society)

speci al

0

(Level 2 | Antetest stagiess foni hi g h
developing readers 0 )
2 Reading teveleGrad&kcitBo I/ a s thiCd ear ¢
0 photbshtaecontpany an inforenatiee dext m lhis
easy reader. Habitats, physiology, hunting
patterns, and prey are touched on, as is the
snake's place in the animal kingdom and the
effect human development has on these
slithery reptiles. Similar in reading level to
Lucille Recht Penner's more informative S-S-
f Bralkes!ér eadebodblbrwiyblurhehp
demands for simple nonfiction on a popular
topic. o

Life in Space (Usborne Beginners) by Katie
Daynes

Reading level: Ages41i 8 / AHow do
astronauts travel into space? Where do they

live when they get there? What do they do all
day? I n this book youdl
lots more amazing facts about living in space.

Life in Space is part of an exciting series of

books for children who are beginning to read

on their own. The easy-to-read text has been
specially written with the help of a reading
expert.o

made of ? How di d

ok youdll find the answer
t6s out in space.

makes

? |l tés the only planet t
f a reading expert.o



