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MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary School is 
dedicated to living the Gospel values.  Our Franciscan, 
academically challenging curriculum teaches and 
supports students in becoming contributing members of 
their communities. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Schoolwide Learning Expectations 

A St. Francis of Assisi Student is: 

A)  Spiritual who 

-understands the Catholic faith 

-demonstrates Gospel values 

-actively participates in prayer celebrations 

-shows a love of God, others, and self 

 

 B)  Academic who 

  -actively solves problems and thinks  

  critically 

  -makes progress through the diocesan  

  standards 

  -develops and shares knowledge and talents 

  -demonstrates a curiosity and respect for  

  learning 

 

 C)  Respectful who 

  -appreciates diversity and the uniqueness of  

  others 

  -practices good citizenship 

  -lives the “Acts of Courtesy” 

-cares for God’s creations 

 

 D) Confident who 

  -recognizes self-worth 

  -leads and cooperates 

  -embraces challenges 

  -always perseveres 

 

 E) Responsible who 

  -practices self-discipline 

  -makes Christ-like decisions 

  -owns his/her choices 

  - is trustworthy 

 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parents, 

 

 Happy New Year, 2010! I am pleased to say 

that the children transitioned beautifully into school 

after the Christmas break.  As I walk around and 

visit classes, I am always so proud of our students 

and staff! 

 The end of January and beginning of 

February will be a very busy time for all of  us at St. 

Francis Elementary. The WASC Visiting Team will 

be here accrediting our school from January 27th-

29th and Catholic Schools Week begins on the 31
st
. 

Please see the attached Catholic Schools Week 

daily schedule for details and/or take a look at the 

bulletin board in the entryway of our school. 

 If you have another child who would like to 

attend St. Francis Elementary next school year, now 

is the time to fill out an application.  Registration 

for new students is currently taking place through 

February 19
th

 and siblings have first priority, as 

long as the application is complete and turned in on 

time. Visit our website at stfranciselem.org for more 

information and for all of the forms needed. 

 January 19
th

 brings us already to the middle 

of the second tri-mester. This means we are halfway 

through the school year! Progress Reports will be 

given to students in grades TK-2
nd

 on January 22
nd

. 

During the week of January 25
th

, students in grades 

3-8 will be required to print out a copy of their 

Edline report, have a parent sign it, and bring the 

copy to their teacher. 

 As always, I look forward to seeing you at 

the many events happening in the next few weeks! 

  

 

In the Peace of St. Francis of Assisi, 

Laurie Power 

 



 

 

 

St. Francis Elementary 

School Calendar 

January 2010  

  
18 NO SCHOOL/Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

19 Mid-Term 2nd Trimester 

22 Noon Dismissal/WASC Prep 

 All K & TK will attend school 8:00 – 11:00 am 
27-29 WASC Accreditation Team Visit 
29 Noon Dismissal/WASC Accreditation 
 All K &  TK will attend school 8:00 – 11:00 am 
 Art Show, 5:00 pm, Social Hall 
31  Catholic Schools Week Kick Off 
 School Mass, 9:30 am, Church 
 Pancake Breakfast  8am-11am 
 Open House, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT TEST 
for 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSION 

 
The High School Placement Test for all 
students interested in applying to 
Sacramento Area Catholic High Schools is 

Saturday, January 23, 2010 from 8:00am – 
12:00pm. Please contact the school 
directly to register or to answer any 
questions you may have. 

 
Christian Brothers 
Check in 7:45am in the Main Office 
Contact:  Kris Bird (916) 733-3690 or 
kbird@cbhs-sacramento.org. 
 
Cristo Rey 
Check in 8:00am in the Front Office 
Contact:  Ramona Landeros  (916) 733-
2660 ext. 1024 or  
rlanderos@cristoreysacramento.org. 
 
Jesuit 
Check in 8:00am in the Gym 
Contact:  Debbie Case (916) 482-6060 ext. 
227 or admissions@jhssac.org. 
 
St. Francis 
Check in 7:45am in the Front Office 
Contact:  Molly Emslie  (916) 737-5040 or 
memslie@stfrancis.org. 

 

 
Religion Round-up 

 
 
 
 

 
As of Sunday Christmas is officially 

over. We are now in Ordinary time. In the 
church year, we are simply counting the weeks 
(using ordinal numbers) until our next liturgical 
season, Lent.  

Many of our students were part of the 
Parish Children’s choir that sang for the 4:00 
p.m. Christmas Eve Mass this year. They did a 
terrific job. All those Sunday morning practices 
paid off! Thank you, parents, for your support 
of the music ministry of our parish. 

Congratulations to those students who 
made their First Reconciliation on Dec. 16th. 
Please keep the second graders in your 
prayers as they prepare for their First 
Communion.  

Our first prayer service of 2010 was 
presented by our 8th graders. They reminded 
us that the Magi represented the Gentiles 
around the world and that Jesus came for 
them, too.  

The first grade led our prayer service on 
Jan. 11. They read and acted out a skit about 
Jesus forgiving the tax collector, Zacchaeus. 
They also sang a song about being a child of 
God called ―Blest are We‖.  

Next week our 6th grade will lead our 
Martin Luther King prayer service.  

Please note that 3rd grade will lead the 
prayer service on January 25, not 7th grade as 
noted in our monthly calendar. 

 

Our schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 
Date  Led by   Time  

Tues.Jan 19 6
th

   Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 
Mon Jan 25 3

rd
   Prayer Service 8:10 a.m.     

Thurs Jan 28 4
th

  Mass  8:30 a.m. 
Mon  Feb 1 7

th
    Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 

Mon Feb 8 1
st

  Prayer Service 8:10 a.m.     

 

Parents are always welcome to join us for prayer 
services and Masses. 
 
 
 
 

Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all 
the nations. 

Psalm 96 
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PARENT CLUB NEWS 
Greetings from the St. Francis Parent Club! If I 
haven’t already met you my name is Jill and I 
am the Parent Club President. The Parent Club 
officers have been busy planning what we 
hope has been an enjoyable year so far, with 
much more in store. The Back to School BBQ, 
Jog-A-Thon, Sees Candy Fundraiser, and 
Family Fun Night Christmas Caroling were all 
huge successes. Here is a brief preview of our 
upcoming events: 

 Our next parent club meeting will be 
Friday, January 22 in the school 
cafeteria. Additional meetings will be 
held in March and May; 

 The Parent Club is having a pancake 
breakfast on the morning of Open 
House, Sunday January 31. Volunteer 
sign-ups are on the bulletin board; 

 The First Annual Valentine’s Day Family 
Dance will be on February 12 in the 
gym; 

 Feria is fast approaching and will be on 
Saturday, April 24. Volunteer 
committees will be forming soon. 

 
The e-Scrip contest is on! Classes with the 
greatest level of participation will receive a free 
dress pass. Just sign up at ww.escrip.com 
choosing St. Francis Elementary School Parent 
Club as the recipient. It wonôt cost you a 
penny!  E-scrip is replacing the traditional scrip 
program that we have used in the past. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of St. 
Francis Elementary. Don’t hesitate to contact 
me if you have question, comments, concerns, 
or ideas. I can be reached by phone at 916-
595-3001 or by e-mail at jrice@cde.ca.gov.  
 
 

SIBLING REGISTRATION 

 

Now is the time to fill out an application for the 

2010-11 school year for any other children you 

would like to enroll in our school. Visit our website 

at stfranciselem.org for more information. 

 

 

 

 
MID 2ND TRI-MESTER  

PROGRESS REPORTS 
 

Progress Reports will be given to students in grades 

TK-2
nd

 on January 22
nd

. During the week of 

January 25
th

, students in grades 3-8 will be 

required to print out a copy of their Edline report, 

have a parent sign it, and bring the copy to their 

teacher. 

 
 

7th GRADE FIELD TRIP 
 

 In connection with our curriculum      
 standards, the 7th grade will take a field 
 trip on Thursday, January 21st, to the 

 UC Davis Mondavi Center to see Spirit 
 of Uganda, which is an East African 

 drumming and dance troupe. 
 
 

La Befana  
 
 The Italian classes celebrated 
 ñLa Befanaò like they do in Italy. 
 
     Our own La Befanas were:  
            6th grade ï Thea Stavarek  (Carla)  
            7th grade ï Mason Grogan  (Luigi)  
            8th grade ï Joe Morris  (Guiseppe) 
 
 It was a lot of fun helping them dress up 
like La Befana ï gray wig, head scarf, black 
apron, and broom.   
  
 Everyone had to go ñto sleepò and put 
their shoe on the table ï so La Befana could 
come around and give t hem treats or coal.  
 
 
 
 

TAEKWONDO HONORS 

 

Maryael and Mario Ramos both competed in the United 

World Tae Kwon Do association (UWTA) goodwill 

tournament held at the American River College on 

http://www.escrip.com/
mailto:jrice@cde.ca.gov


December 12, 2009.  Maryael (5th grade) won a gold 

medal for the black belt weapons division and a silver 

medal for black belt forms.  Mario (2nd grade) won a 

bronze medal for advanced color belt sparring. (cont.) 

 

In another competition, Miguel Batilando, (5th grade), 

won a gold medal in the Amateur Athletic Union 

Friendship Games 2009 held at San Francisco State 

University on December 6, 2009.  He defeated all his 

opponents by technical knockouts (TKOs-referee 

stopped the fight) in sparring.  His older brother, Mari, an 

alumnus of St. Francis Elementary and currently a junior 

at Jesuit High School, also won the gold for Black belts 

after TKOs of his opponents in sparring.  Both train 

under 6th degree black belt Masters John Yi of Elite 

Taekwondo USA in Cameron Park and Jong YI of Koryo 

Taekwondo of Bradshaw in Sacramento. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Mr. Cainôs Book Shelf 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR !  !  ! 

 
I thank all the parents and students who 
helped with the Book Fair last December.   
It couldnôt have happened without your 
support and assistance.  So here are the 
final numbers:  we grossed $5,490.92 in 
sales, and our libraryôs profit was $1,262.28 
in cash and $252.46 in books. 
 
Letôs start this great New Year with some 
great new books now in our library. 
  

FICTION 
 
Cookie   by Jacqueline Wilson 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Cookie is plain 
and shy, not the confident, popular girl her 
father wanted when he named her Beauty 
Cookson. Her mother helps her cook up a 
clever scheme to change her image--but, as 

usual, Dad doesn't approve, and this time his 
anger reaches frightening new heights. Will 
Cookie find the strength to stand up for 
herself? Honest and emotionally resonant, 
Cookie faces tough issues with the unflinching 
directness and unflagging tenderness that 
make Jacqueline Wilson one of today's most 
admired-and popular-authors for young 
people.‖ 
 
Dani Noir   by Nova Ren Suma 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―If this were a 
movie, you'd open to the first page of this book 
and be transported to a whole other world. 
Everything would be in black and white, except 
maybe for the girl in pink polka-dot tights, and 
this really great music would start to swell in 
the background. All of a sudden, you wouldn't 
be able to help it -- you'd be a part of the story, 
you'd be totally sucked in. You'd be in this 
place, filled with big lies, mysterious secrets, 
and a tween girl turned sleuth...Zoom in on 
thirteen-year-old Dani Callanzano. It's the 
summer before eighth grade, and Dani is stuck 
in her nothing-ever-happens town with only her 
favorite noir mysteries at the Little Art movie 
theater to keep her company.  But one day, a 
real-life mystery begins to unravel -- at the 
Little Art! And it all has something to do with a 
girl in polka-dot tights.... Armed with a vivid 
imagination, a flair for the dramatic, and her 
knowledge of all things Rita Hayworth, Dani 
sets out to solve the mystery, and she learns 
more about herself than she ever thought she 
could.‖ 
 
Flawed Dogs   by Berkeley Breathed 
Reading level:  Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Sam the Lion is 
actually a priceless dachshund, bred to be a 
show dog. More important, he is Heidy's best 
friend—and she needs one like never before. 
Living with her reclusive uncle is hard, but Sam 
has a way of making her feel soft and whole. 
Until the day Sam is framed by the jealous 
poodle Cassius, and is cast out by Heidy's 
uncle, alone on the wild streets, where he is 
roughed up by a world he was not bred for. 
Sporting a soup ladle for a leg, Sam befriends 
other abandoned dogs and journeys all the 
way to the Westminster Dog Show, where his 
plan for revenge on Cassius takes an 
unexpected turn when he and Heidy spot each 



other after years of being apart.  Pulitzer Prize 
winner and New York Times bestselling author 
Berkeley Breathed's first illustrated novel is a 
heartwarming and humorous ode to the 
unconditional and lasting love we and our pets 
share.  
 
Liberty Porter: First Daughter   by Julia 
Devillers 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Meet Liberty 
Porter.  She's a regular nine-year-old girl with a 
lot going on. First of all, her dad has just 
started a new job. And she has to move to a 
house in a new city. Oh, and the really big 
thing? Her dad? His new job is president of the 
United States. That's right. So the house is the 
White House, and the city is Washington, D.C. 
That means Liberty Porter is going to be First 
Daughter and she is super-excited! This is the 
start of an amazing adventure for Liberty, for 
the Secret Service who follow her everywhere 
(ha!), and for her dog, Franklin, who makes life 
in the big White House more exciting – 
especially when he's barking at tourists. Join 
Liberty as she turns life in Washington (and the 
rest of the country) upside down in this fresh 
and funny novel from Julia DeVillers, author of 
How My Private Personal Journal Became a 
Bestseller and coauthor of Trading Faces.‖ 
 Luv Ya Bunches   by Lauren Myracle 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―What do Katie-
Rose, Yasaman, Milla, and Violet all have in 
common? Other than being named after 
flowers, practically nothing. Katie-Rose is a film 
director in training. Yasaman is a computer 
whiz. Milla is third in command of the A list. 
And Violet is the new girl in school. They’re fab 
girls, all of them, but they sure aren’t friends. 
And if evil queen bee Medusa— ’scuse me, 
Modessa—has her way, they never will be. But 
this is the beginning of a new school year, 
when anything can happen and social worlds 
can collide . . .Told in Lauren Myracle’s 
inventive narrative style—here a fresh mix of 
instant messages, blog posts, screenplay, and 
straight narrative—Luv Ya Bunches, the first in 
a four-book series, is a funny, honest depiction 
of the shifting alliances and rivalries that shape 
school days, and of the lasting friendships that 
blossom from the skirmishes.‖ 
 
Nerds   by Michael Buckley 

Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Michael Buckley 
is at his comic best in this madcap new series 
sure to appeal to kids looking for a quick, 
exciting read.  Combining all the excitement of 
international espionage and all the 
awkwardness of elementary school, Nerds, 
featuring a group of unpopular students who 
run a spy network from inside their school, hits 
the mark. With the help of cutting-edge 
science, their nerdy qualities are enhanced and 
transformed into incredible abilities! They battle 
the Hyena, a former junior beauty pageant 
contestant turned assassin, and an array of 
James Bond–style villains, each with an evil 
plan more diabolical and more ridiculous than 
the last.‖ 
 
Return to the Hundred Acre Wood   by David 
Benedictus 
(In the tradition of A.A. Milne & Ernest H. 
Shepard) 
Reading level: Ages 5 – 8 /  ―It was eighty 
years ago, on the publication of The House at 
Pooh Corner, when Christopher Robin said 
good-bye to Winnie-the-Pooh and his friends in 
the Hundred Acre Wood. Now they are all back 
in new adventures, for the first time approved 
by the Trustees of the Pooh Properties. This is 
a companion volume that truly captures the 
style of A. A. Milne-a worthy sequel to The 
House at Pooh Corner and Winnie-the-Pooh.‖ 
 
The Unfinished Angel   by Sharon Creech 
Reading level: Grade 4–6 /  ―Some books are 
absolute magic, and this is one of them. The 
main character, an unnamed angel, is a plucky 
creature with a bumbling vocabulary that is 
laugh-out-loud funny as well as a sassy 
running commentary about the "peoples" who 
reside in a small village in the Swiss Alps. Kids 
will giggle at the mischievous side of Angel, 
who throws pinecones at irritating mortals and 
smashes figs for fun. Angel can only be seen 
or sensed by the book's children—first and 
foremost, by spunky Zola. She is a free-spirited 
young girl who wears a trio of rainbow-colored 
dresses at any one time and teams up with the 
angel to bring the tiny town out of a time-worn 
gloom with good deeds, namely rescuing a 
motley crew of orphans with touching and 
humorous results. Creech's protagonist is 
hugely likable. Angel has moments of self-



doubt and impatience that are appealingly 
human, while there is a sweet exchange with 
Zola about the potential of people to already be 
angel-like in this existence by using their lives 
for good. Thanks to the author's signature 
eloquence in detail, readers will wish that they, 
too, could live in the village among the quirky 
cast of characters. Creech's offering deserves 
to be read out loud and more than once to truly 
enjoy the angel's hilarious malapropisms and 
outright invented words, and to appreciate the 
book's tender, comical celebration of the 
human spirit.‖  
 
Wild Things   by Clay Carmichael 
Reading level: Grades 5 - 8 /  ―Eleven-year-old 
Zoë is a survivor. Her fiery independence has 
seen her through a series of adults who ―don’t 
stick,‖ and she trusts no one, including Uncle 
Henry, who has just taken her in after the 
death of her neglectful mother. Henry is a 
renowned sculptor of what Zoë skeptically calls 
―wild things.‖ Other wild things slip through 
Henry’s North Carolina woods unnoticed until 
Zoë’s arrival catapults them into the spotlight, 
with life-changing consequences for 
everyone. In her debut novel, Carmichael gives 
a familiar plot fresh new life in this touching 
story with a finely crafted sense of place. Zoë’s 
first-person narration alternates with the 
observations of a feral tomcat who provides 
hints to the past, and an array of well-drawn 
eccentric characters add additional sparkle to 
the magic-touched story. Zoë’s fierce, funny 
voice is compelling, whether she is describing 
tense standoffs or moments of rare 
vulnerability that go straight to the heart. 
Carmichael uses a sure, light touch to portray 
the gradual blooming of trust among the story’s 
many wild things in this satisfying tale.‖  
 

NON FICTION 
 

The National Parks: Americaôs Best Idea   
by Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns 
 ―…[this] book permits the eye and mind to 
linger over the truly breathtaking pictures in a 
more meditative way that film does not allow. 
The result is almost elegiac, producing the 
same kind of goose bumps that Burns created 
in his early work on the Brooklyn Bridge and 
the Civil War.  Burns has been chronicling the 

American experience for over thirty years, and 
I think it’s fair to say that no one has influenced 
more living Americans to think about our 
history as a people and a nation. His dominant 
themes have been space and race, his 
persistent question deceptively simple: who are 
we? I think The National Parks is his 
masterpiece on the space theme. And the 
message that kept whispering to me in these 
pages was that whoever we are has been 
decisively shaped by the sheer physicality of 
the continent we inhabit.  It never occurred to 
me before, but Americans invented the idea 
institutionalized in our National Parks. Namely, 
as Burns puts it in the introduction, ―for the first 
time in human history, land--great sections of 
our natural landscape--was set aside, not for 
kings or noblemen or the very rich, but for 
everyone, for all time.‖ As Wallace Stegner 
once observed, and the book’s subtitle echoes, 
this may have been ―America’s best idea.‖ 
Burns links the idea to Jefferson’s magic words 
in the Declaration of Independence (i.e. ―We 
hold these truths...‖), our quasi-sacred text on 
human freedom, which takes on an almost 
spiritual resonance amidst the vistas of 
Yosemite or Yellowstone.  Dayton Duncan, 
Burns's longtime colleague, has provided most 
of the text, which is designed to cast a spell 
that matches the wonder of the stunning 
illustrations. The book looks luxurious and feels 
expensive, but this visit to the National Parks is 
a great deal.‖ 
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