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MISSION STATEMENT  
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary School is 
dedicated to living the Gospel values.  Our Franciscan, 
academically challenging curriculum teaches and 
supports students in becoming contributing members of 
their communities. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Schoolwide Learning Expectations 
A St. Francis of Assisi Student is: 

A)  Spirit ual who 

-understands the Catholic faith 

-demonstrates Gospel values 

-actively participates in prayer celebrations 

-shows a love of God, others, and self 

 

 B)  Academic who 

  -actively solves problems and thinks  

  critically 

  -makes progress through the diocesan  

  standards 

  -develops and shares knowledge and talents 

  -demonstrates a curiosity and respect for  

  learning 

 

 C)  Respectful who 

  -appreciates diversity and the uniqueness of  

  others 

  -practices good citizenship 

  -lives the ñActs of Courtesyò 

-cares for Godôs creations 

 

 D) Confident who 

  -recognizes self-worth 

  -leads and cooperates 

  -embraces challenges 

  -always perseveres 

 

 E) Responsible who 

  -practices self-discipline 

  -makes Christ-like decisions 

  -owns his/her choices 

  - is trustworthy 

 

 

Principalôs Message 
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parents, 

  

 This Friday, your child will be bringing 

home their second trimester report card.  As always, 

if you have any concerns, please contact the teacher.  

If your child is in grades 3-8, you should be keeping 

up to date with your childôs academic progress 

online through Edline.  We offer this program as 

one convenient form of communication between 

teachers and parents.  

 The students and staff of our school 

community, as well as our parish staff, are praying 

for each other during Lent.  Each of us has a prayer 

partner that was chosen randomly, who we include 

in our daily prayers.  This is a wonderful and 

beautiful Lenten tradition at St. Francis Elementary! 

 It is that time of year to re-register your 

child/children for next school year.  If I can answer 

any questions or address any concerns about this 

process, please call me. Currently, I am 

interviewing new families who are eager to join our 

school next year. Thanks to all of you, we have 

many prospective families who have heard 

wonderful things about our school! 

 

ñSpend some quiet time with the Lord todayéò 

 

In the Peace of St. Francis of Assisi, 

 

Mrs. Laurie Power 

  

PARENT CLUB MEETING 
Attention all parents: Join us for our March 

Parent Cl ub meeting on Friday, March 19 th 

at 5:30 in the cafeteria.  Dinner and 

childcare will be provided, and family 

Bingo will follow the meeting.  



St. Francis Elementary 

School Calendar  

March  2010  
 
 
11 School Mass, 8:30 am 
12 Report Card Day  
17 St. Patrickõs Day; students may wear green  
19 Parent Club Mtg, 5:30  pm; Dinner and Bingo  
27  Math Decathlon, CBHS  
31 8th Grade Formal Dinner with parents, 5:30  pm 

 

 

FERIA 2010  

April 24, 5:30pm  
 

BUY TICKETS ǒ DONATE AUCTION ITEMS 

BE A SPONSOR ǒ VOLUNTEER 

http://www.feriasacramento.com  

 

 
Academic Decathlon 2010 

 
The Academic Decathlon Team for St. 
Francis competed against twenty-four 
other teams in the Diocesan-wide 
competition on Saturday, March 6th.  
Although we do not know our overall 
placement, St. Francis did win one 
second place trophy in Current Events, 
thanks to Victoria Vardanega.  In 
addition to Victoria (who was the team 
captain), the team consisted of Julia 
Ruiz, Noah Christe, Megan Vollmer, 
Megan Perry, Jason Byerly, Adriana 
Alvarado, Arcadia German, Hjordis 
Grogan, Clarissa James, Patrick Mahan, 
Julia Maddox, Mallory Shingle, and 
Isabella Monteverde.  The moderators 
were Ms. Pressburg, Mrs. Church, Mr. 
Ruiz, and Mrs. Grieve.  Individual 
subject areas also were coached by Ms. 
Emery and Mr. Vardanega.  Thank you 
to all of the parents, students, and staff 
for their support.  We are very proud of 
our team! 

THIS IS AN EARLY ANNOUNCEMENT 

FOR THE NEXT 

BOOK FAIR  

MAY 1, 2010  MAY 7, 2010 

 

PLEASE SEE THE  

SIGN UP FORM 

AT THE END OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

 

----------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 

 

St. Francis' 6th grade girls Junior Varsity 

Competition team defeated St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton in the Tournament of Champions to 

become the "Number One" JV Comp Team for 

the 2010 season.  The girls had an incredible 

season and were undefeated for the entire 

season! Coaches Jesse Esquivel, Richard 

Monteverde and Manuel Alvarado are proud of 

the 13 girls on the team.  

Congratulations to... 

 

Adriana Alvarado 

Gabby Cisneros 

Miranda Esquivel 

http://www.feriasacramento.com/


Natalie Flynn 

Arcadia German 

Hjordis Grogan 

Myleen Lesenana 

Bella Monteverde 

Kelly Sheffield 

Thea Stavarek 

Londa Torres 

Brooke Uhlenhop 

Sarah Waters 

 
 
 

More Congratulations 

 

 

 

St. Francis' 7th and 8th grade girls Varsity 

Team placed 3rd in their Tournament of 

Champions, finishing their regular season 

with a 6-1 record.  Congratulations to ... 

 

Rachel Flynn 

Chelsey Hallerman 

Kennedy Harris 

Sydney Lewis 

Fallon McMahon 

Elenamarie O'Malley 

Amanda Schnabel 

Mallory Shingle 

Alicia Solorio 

Kayla Thompson 

Erika Velasco 

 

Thank you Coach Daryll Lewis and Coach 

Pat O'Malley for a great season. 

----------------------------- 

 

 

 

KUDOS TO THE FOLLOWING 

alumni who received the following 

distinctions at Jesuit High School 

for the first semester 2009  2010 

 

SENIORS  HONOR ROLL 

 

Justus Carlisle 

Forrest Mayer   

(also recognized at the Elk's Club                                                                           

Student of the Month luncheon) 

 

JUNIORS  HONOR ROLL 

 

Jose Mari Batilando 

Jorjit Bhullar 

Francis Columna 

Brian Grau 

Andrew Kentopp 

Duy (Danny) Nguyen 

 

 
Religion Round-up 

 
 
 
 

This year our Lenten Reconciliation 
Services will be divided into two sessions. The 
first will be for the 5th and 6th graders this 
Thursday shortly after our school Mass. The 
second session will be held on the following 
Thursday, March 18, for the 7th and 8th graders.  

I hope you feel closer to God as our 
Lenten journey continues. In our parish, the 
focus this Lent has been on cultivating an 
informal relationship with God. The two beach 
chairs near the old altar remind us that we 
should feel comfortable having a chat with God 
or just being with God in silence. Whether it 
has been years or minutes since your last 

Return to me with all your heart. 
Joel 2:12 

 



conversation with God, we know God is waiting 
for us, ready to listen and speak to us.   

 
Our schedule for the next few weeks is as follows: 

 
Date  Led by   Time  

Thurs Mar 11 3
rd

  Mass  8:30 a.m. 
 
Thurs Mar 11  5

th
 and 6

th
 Reconciliation Service 

     10:30 - Noon 
 
Mon Mar 15  7

th
 Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 

 
Thurs Mar 18  7

th
 and 8

th
 Reconciliation Service 

     10:30 ï Noon 
 
Mon Mar 22  2

nd
  Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 

 
Mon Mar 29  4

th
 Prayer Service 8:10 a.m. 

 

 

Parents are always welcome to join us for prayer 
services and Masses. 

 

Easter Choir  
Easter is on April 4th this year. Our Parish 

Childrenõs Choir will once again be joining the 

ministers of music at the 9:30 Mass. The Parish 

Childrenõs Choir is open to children ages 6 and 

up who like to sing. Our rehearsals for Easter will 

take place on Sunday March 21 and 28 from 

9:00 ð 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Center Chapel. 

Come and be part of the greatest celebration of 

the Church year! 

 

Mr. Cainôs Book Shelf 
 
 
 
 

A Letter to Amy   by Ezra Jack Keats 
Reading level: Ages 4 ï 8 /  ñPeter is having a 
birthday party, and heôs already asked all his 
pals in the neighborhood to come.  But Amy is 
a special friend ï so Peter wants to write her a 
special invitation.  When he rushes out into a 
thunderstorm to mail it, he runs headlong into 
trouble.  Will she get the letter in time?  And 
will she decide to come?ò 
 
A Heroôs Guide to Deadly Dragons (The 
Heroic Misadventures of Hiccup the Viking)   
by Cressida Cowell 
Reading level: Ages 9 ï 12 /  ñIt's Hiccup's 
birthday, but that's not going to keep him from 
getting into trouble. To save his dragon, 
Toothless, from being banished, Hiccup must 
sneak into the Meathead Public Library and 
steal the Viking's most sacred book. But the 
Vikings see books as a dangerous influence, 
and keep them locked up and under heavy 
guard. To save his friend, Hiccup must brave 
the Hairy Scary Librarian and his dreadful army 
of Meathead Warriors and face off against the 
formidable Driller-Dragons. Will he make it out 
and live to see his next birthday?ò 
 
A Thousand Never Evers   by Shana Burg 
Reading level: Grade 5 ï 8 /  ñA Thousand 
Never Evers, a debut novel by Shana Burg, 
creates a convincing portrait of the South 
during the Civil Rights Movement. The book 
follows a year in the life of Addie Ann Pickett, a 
girl on the verge of her early teens in 
Kuckapoo, Mississippi in 1963. Addie Ann 
goes through some of the biggest changes of 
her young life just as the whole world around 
her is changing. On the one hand, she's an 
ordinary girl: she babysits, she enjoys school, 
and has crushes. On the other hand, 
everything Addie Ann knows about her world is 
crashing down as she begins to understand 
more about what is really going on (in her 
family and in her town), her place in history as 
she forms her own opinions and takes personal 



action. Addie Ann's voice is convincing and 
compelling, and her story provides an  
important perspective on the impact of 
tremendous social changes occurring in the 
South during the early 1960s.ò 
 
The Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity   
by Mac Barnett 
(Book one of The Brixton Brothers series) 
Reading level: Ages 9 ï 12 /  ñSteve Brixton 
always wanted to be a detective... 
until he found out he already WAS one.  It all 
starts here: The thrilling story of Steve Bixton's 
first case. Our hero has a national treasure to 
recover, a criminal mastermind to unmask, and 
a social studies report due Monday -- all while 
on the run from cops, thugs, and secret-agent 
librarians. Since when can librarians rappel 
from helicopters? Does Steve have any 
brothers or sisters? If not, then why is this 
series called The Brixton Brothers? You will 
solve all these mysteries and many more by 
the time you finish The Case of the Case of 
Mistaken Identity.  We think you'll agree: Steve 
Brixton's first adventure is his best adventure 
yet.  [This is]éjust another day for a kid 
detective. Full of excitement and danger, of 
narrow escapes and unexpected twists, while 
also being one of the funniest books of its kind 
ever written.ò   

 
Dark River   by Erin Hunter 
(Book # 2 in the Warriors: Power of Three 
series) 
Reading level: Ages 9 ï 12 /  ñLionpaw, 
Hollypaw, and Jaypawðgrandchildren of the 
Clan leader Firestarðare thriving as the 
newest ThunderClan apprentices. Yet with 
their new responsibilities come new 
experiences, new power . . . and secret 
dangers.  Lionpaw makes a friendðand a 
discoveryðthat must be kept hidden; Jaypaw 
learns a secret that could benefit ThunderClan 
only by bringing harm to others; and Hollypaw 
knows something that could avert a battle, if 
only she could convince the rest of her Clan. 
Prophecy looms, ominous forces threaten to 
tear them apart, and each young cat discovers 
darkness: in the past, in the Clansðand in 
themselves.ò  

 

 

Dragon   by Jeff Stone 
(Book # 7 in The Five Ancestors series) 
Reading level: Ages 9 ï 12 /  ñLong, the 
dragon-style warrior, saw his temple burned, 
his brothers killed, and his novice siblings 
fleeing to the four winds. But that was many 
months ago. Now the five young warriors have 
reunited with Ying, the redeemed renegade 
who put all of these events in motion, and 
ShaoShu, the mousy street thief, to prevent the 
wily mantis Tonglong from taking over China.  
Time is short and distances are great, and the 
future of China lies in the hands of five young 
monks.ò 
 
Half-Minute Horrors   edited by Susan Rich 
Reading level: Grade 4 ï 8 /  ñThis thrilling 
addition to the shiver-inducing arsenal will 
appeal to even the most reluctant of readers. 
The book contains dozens of short (most are 
one to three pages long) tales that range from 
silly (Adam Rex's one-page graphic comic) to 
grotesque (M. T. Anderson's "An Easy Gig") to 
morbid (Faye Kellerman's "Deep Six"). Unlike 
many short-story collections, this anthology 
forms a cohesive unit based on its purposeð
scaring children silly. It possesses that 
delicious campfire quality of urban legends and 
lame jokes told late at night when everyone 
wants to be entertained. Youngsters may 
choose to read it straight through or to browse 
the stories, folktales, poems, and illustrations 
that make up this eclectic yet unified volume. 
Chock-full of selections by notable contributors 
such as Lane Smith, Neil Gaiman, Kenneth 
Oppel, Jack Gantos, James Patterson, and R. 
L. Stine, Half-Minute Horrors is the perfect 
choice for that smirking child who disdains 
fiction starring happy puppies or home-run 
heroes.ò 
 
The Last Wilderness   by Erin Hunter 
(Book #4 in the Seekers series) 
Reading level: Ages 9 ï 12 /  ñToklo, Kallik, 
Lusa, and Ujurak have finally reached the Last 
Great Wilderness, the legendary bear paradise 
they've been searching for. But while his 
companions think they've come to the end of 
their long journey, Ujurak feels a deep unrest. 
Is this truly where they're meant to be?  In the 
Last Great Wilderness, one by one the bears 
begin to remember their true natures. Toklo 



feels the urge to hunt caribou and mark his 
territory as a brown bear should, and Kallik 
feels the pull of the ice within her. It's only 
Lusa, happy just to be in the wild, who fears 
the day when her friends will leave her to follow 
their own paths.  As the bears adjust to this 
new life, disaster strikes. The friends are forced 
to venture into the world of the flat-faces to 
save the life of one of their own. Once there, 
the end of their journey seems farther away 
than ever, as a new path spreads out before 
them.ò 
 
The Sable Quean   by Brian Jacques 
Reading level: Grade 7 and Up /  ñHe appears 
out of thin air and vanishes just as quickly. He 
is Zwilt the Shade, and he is evil. Yet he is no 
match for his ruler, Vilaya the Sable Quean. 
Along with their hordes of vermin, these two 
have devised a plan to conquer Redwall 
Abbey. And when the Dibbuns go missing, 
captured one by one, their plan is revealed. 
Will the Redwallers risk the fate of their Abbey 
and all of Mossflower Wood to save their 
precious young ones from imprisonment? 
Perhaps Buckler, Blademaster of the Long 
Patrol, can save the day. He has a score of his 
own to settle. And fear not, these Dibbuns are 
not as innocent as they appear. After all, 
theyôre from Redwall.ò  
  

Sweet and Sunny   by Coleen Murtagh 
Paratore 
Reading level: Ages 9 ï 12 /  ñSunny Holiday 
starts off her new year as Junior Deputy Mayor 
of Riverton, New York. Her mission? To help 
create a Kid's Day and turn it into a national 
holiday. Kids should have a holiday, just for 
them! So Sunny takes it upon herself to make 
this new holiday shine, getting her friends and 
family involved. Sunny is headstrong, funny, 
and trying to make the best out of every 
situation--whether it involves holidays or family 
problems. She's got spirit to spare--and you 
can't help but love her for it.ò 
 
The Thirteenth Princess   by Diane Zahler 
Reading level: Ages 9 ï 12 /  ñZita is not an 
ordinary servant girlðshe's the thirteenth 
daughter of a king who wanted only sons. 
When she was born, Zita's father banished her 
to the servants' quarters to work in the 

kitchens, where she can only communicate 
with her royal sisters in secret.  Then, after 
Zita's twelfth birthday, the princesses all fall 
mysteriously ill. The only clue is their strangely 
worn and tattered shoes. With the help of her 
friendsðBreckin the stable boy, Babette the 
witch, and Milek the soldierðZita follows her 
bewitched sisters into a magical world of 
endless dancing and dreams. But something 
more sinister is afootðand unless Zita and her 
friends can break the curse, the twelve 
princesses will surely dance to their deaths.  A 
classic fairy tale with a bold twist, The 
Thirteenth Princess tells the unforgettable story 
of a magical castle, true love, spellbound 
princessesðand the young girl determined to 
save them all.ò  
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BOOK FAIR INFORMATION 

ON THE FOLLOWING 2 PAGES 



 



 


