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MISSION STATEMENT

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary School is
dedicated to living the Gospel values. Our Franciscan,
academically challenging curriculum teaches and
supports students in becoming contributing members of
their communities.

St. Francis of Assisi

Schoolwide Learning Expectations
A St. Francis of Assisi Student is:
A) Spiritual who
-understands the Catholic faith
-demonstrates Gospel values
-actively participates in prayer celebrations
-shows a love of God, others, and self

B) Academic who
-actively solves problems and thinks
critically
-makes progress through the diocesan
standards
-develops and shares knowledge and talents
-demonstrates a curiosity and respect for
learning

C) Respectful who
-appreciates diversity and the uniqueness of
others
-practices good citizenship
-lives the “Acts of Courtesy”
-cares for God’s creations

D) Confident who
-recognizes self-worth
-leads and cooperates
-embraces challenges
-always perseveres

E) Responsible who
-practices self-discipline
-makes Christ-like decisions
-owns his/her choices
- is trustworthy

Principal’s Message
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parents,

| am sure you are as shocked as | am that the
school year ends next week. Where did the year
go?!! Even the children are in disbelief that summer
is almost here!

Don’t forget about the 11:00 dismissal next
Friday, June 4™. There will be NO after school
Extension. On this day, your child will be bringing
home their final report card for the year, as well as
the school supply list for next year. The report card
is yours to keep and does not need to be returned.

For those of you who haven’t yet heard, our
beloved librarian, Mr. Kermit Cain, will be retiring
at the end of this school year and moving to Denver.
He has been such an incredible blessing to our
school and will be missed tremendously by all. 1
encourage all of you to send a card to him
recognizing and thanking him for everything he has
done for your child!

If you need to get a hold of us during the
summer, emailing is best. However, most
information you will need can be found on our
website. Please see below for summer hours and
contact information.

May your family continue to be blessed this
summer! I look forward to seeing all of you in
August!

In the Peace of St. Francis of Assisi,

Mrs. Laurie Power
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May

26 8t Grade Retreat

31 NO SCHOOL ~ Memorial Day

June

1 Baccalaureate Mass, 8:10 am

8t Grade Graduation, 7:00 pm

School Picnic, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm

Kindergarten Graduation, 10:00 am

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
11am DISMISSAL

= RN =

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
AND CONTACT INFO

Our office will be open:
June 7-11™, 9:00-1:00

August 16-18", 9:100-1:00
August 23", 8:00-4:00

If you need to contact us during the
summer, please email any of the following:

financedevelopment@stfranciselem.org or
mainoffice@stfranciselem.org or
principal@stfranciselem.orqg

EScRrIP REMINDER

GRADUATION PARTIES,
SUMMER GET TOGETHERS,
OR FAMILY SHOPPING LiSTS

PLEASE USE YOUR
RALEYS/BEL AIR, SAVE MART &
NuUGGeT CARDS
AND RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR SCHOOL.
CARDS ARE AVAILABLE AT NO COST, IN
THE OFFICE. PICK YOURS UP TODAY!

Scrip Box Close-Out

The following cards are available for
purchase in the office:

Amazon $25 (1)

Arby’s $10 (1)

Papa John’s Pizza $10 (3)
Save Mart/Food Maxx $25 (5)
Texas Roadhouse $25 (1)

Lights, Action, Congratulations!!

6th grader Isabella Powers just returned from the red carpet
premiere of the movie Marmaduke, a funny family movie,
which opens June 4. The premiere was on the beach in
Coronado.. She was provided with her own makeup and hair
staff! That evening she was on the red carpet in a beautiful
designer dress with her own film crew and interviewed director
Tom Fey, Owen Wilson, George Lopez and other actors from
the movie. Her quotes about the movie might be in the New
York Times. The studio folks were impressed with her
demeanor and grace in the midst of red carpet chaos. As her
dad says, “Must have something to do with the quality of
education at St Francis Elementary School!” We are proud of
you, Isabella! Watch out, “Entertainment Tonight!”

FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE

Please be sure to turn in the
Family Service Hours Report Forms by
June 30, 2010.

Forms may be sent to the office,
deposited in the drop box on the office
door or mailed. Forms may be found in
the letter file outside the office door or
may be printed online from our website.
As part of your School Financial
Agreement, all families are required to
perform 25 hours of service to the
school. Please be sure that hours
performed have verification signatures
prior to turning them in and that you have
made a copy for your records.
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Also, this is myGOODBYE to a wonderful

Religion Round-up school includingits fantastictaff students,

This is the day that the Lord has made; < parents, angarish staff. All of you have
letus rejoice and be gladinit, given me more in spirit anttiendship than
| should haveever honde nqg hm =~ =

On Monday, May 17", the fifth

grade led our prayer service on 4’/ g UC./ fhu dm I d e [ hk
the coming of the Holy Spirit to \‘ more sincere, meaningful, and respectful
the disciples at Pentecost. They also led us in even if we had had the same bloodline.
a decade of the rosary, in hogor of Mary.
Last Monday the 8" grade led our
school’s final prayer service of the year. They So, ny thanks to all of you (to our
focused on Jesus’ commissioning of the principal, school staff, studerpsrents, and
disciples to “Go to the people of all nations and parish staff) for your caring, love, and

make them my disciples.” They each shared

what they will remember about this school and frienaship. It has been nprivilegeto

what they are looking forward to in high school. spend 13/7/79’70_/779/7_3/y93f5 with J/OL_// / love
Next Tuesday is our Baccalaureate all of you and will miss all of you terribly,
Mass. Seventh graders will be assisting. but | am really looking forward to beginning

Please note that it begins at 8:15 a.m.

This is the last “Religion Round-up” of a new phase in my life, ipenver,

the school year. | hope everyone has a safe Colorado.
and relaxing summer. See you in the fall!
Our schedule for the rest of the year is as follows: S g ) /77/' f_ enq _ ) k.k xXnt - uada
Date Led by Time signed Kermit Cain _ _
Tues Junel 7"  Baccalaureate Mass (YOUR almost tebe used tebe librarian
8:15a.m.
Parents are always welcome to join us for prayer P.S /shall a/Ways remember and honor
services and Masses.
the love andrespect you gave me
~— = during mygrief some 18 months ago.
/ cannot adequately express how
This ismy important anadsignificant your caring
(Mp , A gl -q' was for me.
final GUBBIO! o
Mr.Cai nés Boo | f
All I did was collect information and My thanks to all the parents and students”
sometimes arrange it, but the real Heroines| who helped with our latest Book Fair. Your
; ; : help was invaluable! And with your help we
are //1/7”5' Lisa Lews, /'(/Vho faithiully sep qgro&sed $5,146.38 in sales angd our library
sghr mdvr ' dss d‘ﬂnd'r e n p(ofit\ﬁas $1,738 08 iff casfh. Aﬁain, Mrs.
Mrs. Church, who did some fantastic Pauline Daly was our helping angel.

editing. And it was funa be a part of the
bi-weekly rush that continued to sneak upor
Mrs. Power and Mrs. Stites.

FICTION
Llama Llama Misses Mama by Anna
Dewdney

N




Reading level: Ages 4 — 8 / “Strange new
teacher. Strange new toys. Lots of kids and
lots of noise! What would Llama like to do?
Llama Llama feels so new . . . It's Llama
Llama’s first day of preschool! And Llama
Llama’s mama makes sure he’s ready. They
meet the teachers. See the other children.
Look at all the books and games. But then it’s
time for Mama to leave. And suddenly Llama
Llama isn’t so excited anymore. Will Mama
Llama come back? Of course she will. But
before she does, the other children show
Llama Llama how much fun school can be!”

The SquirrelliyJooBTellegeh d a y
Reading level: Ages 6 — 12/ “This charming
little book is as delicious as a piece of cake—
which just happens to be Squirrel’s favorite
food!

Young readers are invited to Squirrel’s birthday
party—and into a magical world of the
imagination. Brief, evocative, thought-
provoking, and unlike anything else ever
written, Toon Tellegen’s extraordinary tales are
rich in unforgettable, even surrealistic images.
A squirrel and an ant discover a mysterious
feast with an invisible host in the depths of a
forest. A whale and a seagull dance silently on
a moon-drenched beach. A grasshopper pays
a fortune for a speck of dust.

Perfectly complemented by Jessica Ahlberg’s
delicate illustrations, this collection is
intelligent, moving, and funny.”

The Alchemyst by Michael Scott

(Book one in The Secrets of The Immortal
Nicholas Flamel series)

Reading level: Grade 6 and Up / “Twin 15-
year-old siblings Sophie and Josh Newman
take summer jobs in San Francisco across the
street from one another: she at a coffee shop,
he at a bookstore owned by Nick and Perry
Fleming. In the very first chapter, armed goons
garbed in black... storm the bookshop, take
Perry hostage and swipe a rare Book (but not
before Josh snatches its two most important
pages)...Proceeding at a breakneck pace...the
novel ends on a precipice, presumably to be
picked up in volume two.”

The Magician by Michael Scott

(Book two in The Secrets of The Immortal
Nicholas Flamel series)

Reading level: Grade 6 and Up / “Flamel and
company return in this fast-paced follow-up to
The Alchemyst (Delacorte, 2007)...Scott tapers
down the sheer breadth of gods, goddesses,
legends, and myths already introduced in his
first novel, which is a bit of a relief. Even
though the plot moves forward at breakneck
speed, the author is careful not to lose sight of
his characters' struggles or inner demons.
Fans of the previous novel will certainly find
much to love, root for, and fear in this
successful second installment.”

The Sorceress by Michael Scott

(Book three in The Secrets of The Immortal
Nicholas Flamel series)

Reading level: Grade 6 and Up / “The third
book in Michael Scott's "Secrets of the
Immortal Nicholas Flamel" series, The
Sorceress, kicks the action up to a whole new
level... the book picks up where The Magician
left off:..Raising the stakes with each
installment, Scott deftly manages multiple story
lines and keeps everything moving pretty
quickly, making this third book a real page-
turner. More than just another piece in the
puzzle of the whole series, The Sorceress is an
adventure in its own right, and will certainly
leave series fans wanting more.”

Beyond the Grave by Jude Watson

(Book Four in The 39 Clues series)

Reading level: Grade 3 -6/ “Inthisleg of the
worldwide scavenger hunt, Amy and Dan
Cahill, accompanied by their au pair Nellie, are
off to Egypt to find the next clue left by
Ekaterina branch founder Katherine Cabhill.
Once there, they learn about the rivalry
between the Tomas and Ekaterina branches of
the Cahill family, discover a secret Ekaterina
stronghold at an Egyptian hotel, and explore
tombs of ancient Egyptians. They meet their
grandmother Grace's friend Hilary, who gives
them several items from Grace. While Hilary
and her grandson Theo seem eager to help,
looks can be deceiving. Run-ins with Irina
Spasky, Jonah Wizard, and Alistair Oh add to
the excitement and drama of the adventure.
Amy and Dan discover Cabhill connections to
Napoleon, Thomas Edison, and Marie Curie


http://www.amazon.com/Magician-Secrets-Immortal-Nicholas-Flamel/dp/0385733585

along with paintings and hieroglyphs that will
lead them on their dangerous hunt that's
fraught with betrayals and reversals. Like the
previous books, historical information is woven
into the fast-paced adventure.”

In Too Deep by Jude Watson

(Book Six in The 39 Clues series)

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “In the sixth
volume of the 39 Clues series, Amy and Dan
fly to Australia. Attempting to trace their late
parents’ journey eight years earlier, they link
Amelia Earhart’s last flight to their own family
guest. While Amy deals with increasingly
intense memory flashbacks related to her
parents’ deaths, she and Dan must cope with
ravenous sharks, poisonous spiders, and their
rivals’ fiendish schemes. The spy-versus-spy
mentality will keep readers guessing as they try
to separate deception from reality. Although
the complex backstory looms large, the series’
fans will devour the breathless action scenes in
this fast-paced adventure.”

The Emper orby&ordorokbrenan
(Book Eight in The 39 Clues series)

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “As the race to
find the 39 Clues builds to its explosive finish,
Amy and Dan must explore an ancient culture
and steal a Clue guarded by thousands of the
world's best-trained soldiers. It's the most
dangerous Clue search yet. As their enemies
crowd in, Amy and Dan find themselves
separated for the first time ever. The choice
lies before them — find the next Clue, or find
their way back to each other.” Be the first to
find out where the next Clue is! There are three
messages hidden on the cover of Book 8: The
Emperor's Code. Go to
www.the39clues.com/theemperorscode for a
blow up of the cover, enter the secret
messages you find, and unlock a page from
The Emperor’'s Code that reveals the
whereabouts of the next Clue.”

The Big Field by Mike Lupica

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “For Hutch,
shortstop has always been home. It's where his
father once played professionally, before
injuries relegated him to watching games on
TV instead of playing them. And it's where
Hutch himself has always played and starred.

Until now. The arrival of Darryl "D-Will"
Williams, the top shortstop prospect from
Florida since A-Rod, means Hutch is
displaced, in more ways than one. Second
base feels like second fiddle, and when he
sees his father giving fielding tips to D-Will--the
same father who can't be bothered to show up
to watch his son play--Hutch feels betrayed.
With the summer league championship on the
line, just how far is Hutch willing to bend to be
a good teammate? Mike Lupica returns to the
big field for the first time since his #1 New York
Times bestseller Heat and delivers a feel-good
home run, showing how love of the game is a
language fathers and sons speak from the
heart.”

Blimpo by Dale E. Basye

(Book 3 in the Heck series)

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “With more
clever, dark humor and zany silliness, Dale E.
Basye sends Milton and Marlo Fauster back for
thirds in another laugh-out-loud installment of
the popular series Heck. Welcome to Blimpo,
where the, um, plump kids go. After his
second escape from Bea "Elsa" Bubb, the
Principal of Darkness, Milton Fauster makes
his way to Blimpo—the circle of the
otherworldly reform school, Heck, where he's
sure his friend Virgil is sentenced. What Milton
finds in Blimpo horrifies him. The overweight
dead kids spend most of their time running on
giant human hamster wheels called
DREADmMiIlls that detect and exploit their
deepest fears. The rest they spend eating
Hambone Hank's barbecue—mystery meat
that is delicious, but suspiciously (to Milton,
anyway) haunting. Every classroom has a
huge TV screen showing happy thin people
who taunt Blimpo residents with a perfection
they will never attain. Meanwhile, at her new
job in the devil's Infernship program, Milton's
sister, Marlo, knows all about trying to achieve
perfection. And failing miserably. Can Milton
get himself and Virgil out of Blimpo in time to
rescue Marlo, too? Or is Fauster the next
delicacy on Bea "Elsa" Bubb's menu?”

Countdown by Deborah Wiles

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “It's 1962, and it
seems everyone is living in fear. Twelve-year-
old Franny Chapman lives with her family in



Washington, DC, during the days surrounding
the Cuban Missile Crisis. Amidst the pervasive
threat of nuclear war, Franny must face the
tension between herself and her younger
brother, figure out where she fits in with her
family, and look beyond outward appearances.
For Franny, as for all Americans, it's going to
be a formative year.”

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith

Reading level: Grade 6 — Up / “Readers first
meet 18-year-old Ida Mae Jones, a Louisiana
girl who longs to be a pilot, in December 1941,
on the eve of America's entrance into World
War Il. She is pretty and smatrt, but she has
two huge strikes against her. She is black in an
America where racism holds sway, and a
competent pilot in an America in which she is
denied her license because she is a woman.
Smith explores these two significant topics and
does a wonderful job of melding the two
themes in one novel. Ida Mae is a likable
character who is torn by the need to pass for
white and fake a license in order to fulfill her
dream. Readers learn a great deal about what
it must have been like to be African American
in the South during this period, as well as
about the Women Airforce Service Pilots,
WASP, a civilian group that performed jobs
that freed male pilots for other things. The
women's close friendships and the danger,
excitement, and tragedy of their experience
create a thrilling, but little-known story that
begs to be told. The book is at once
informative and entertaining. In the end,
readers are left to wonder what Ida Mae Jones
will do with the rest of her life.”

Justin Case: School, Drool, and Other Daily
Disasters by Rachel Vail

Reading level: Grade 3 — 5/ “Justin Case, the
new novel by Rachel Vail, might well be
subtitled the wit and wisdom of a third-grade

worrywart. By turns droll, sardonic, ironic, and
even sophisticated, it chronicles the daily
tribulations of life in the third-grade as told by
its eponymous hero, who in the course of his
school year discovers there is no heroism
unless there is fear. And fear Justin has a-
plenty, be it of his new dog Qwerty, his new
teacher, sports, math, friends, jiggly Jell-O—or

what ever—a lot comes his way, real and
imagined. The writing is sharp, unpredictably
clever, and establishes third-grade as a mine-
field of the absurd--which is to say, real
life...Vail employs easy, direct language in a
rhythm and syntax that captures the essence
of a charming, lovable and very believable boy.
Readers transitioning to longer fiction will
groan, sympathize and laugh out loud in
delight. Absolutely marvelous. "

My Best Frenemy (Friends for Keeps) by
Julie Bowe

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “Ida May finally
fits in at school after becoming best friends
with Stacey Merriweather, who is universally
liked by their classmates. But then lda’s
frenemy, bossy Jenna Drews, brings in a game
of truth or dare, and all the girls are suddenly
daring one another to misbehave. When Ida
finds herself in the principal’s office, she’s
scared into ratting out her friends and gets
freezed out of the group. The only way she can
fix things is to take a triple-dog dare: letting one
of the girls pierce her ears. Will her BFF come
to her rescue, or is this the perfect job for a
frenemy? Packed with fourth-grade jealousies,
problems, misbehavior, and consequences,
this third book about Ida May stands on its

own.

Nothing But The Truth by Ave

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “In this thought-
provoking examination of freedom, patriotism,
and respect, ninth-grader, Philip Malloy, is kept
from joining the track team by his failing grades
in English class. Convinced that the teacher
just doesn't like him, Philip concocts a plan to
get transferred out of her class. Breaking the
school's policy of silence during the national
anthem, he hums along, and ends up in a crisis
at the center of the nation's attention.”

The Popularity Papers: Research for the
Social Improvement and General
Betterment of Lydia Goldblatt & Julie
Graham-Chang by Amy Ignatow

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “Lydia Goldblatt
and Julie Graham-Chang are best friends with
one goal: to crack the code of popularity.



Lydia’s the bold one: aspiring theater star,
stick-fighting enthusiast, human guinea pig.
Julie’s the shy one: observer and artist,
accidental field hockey star, faithful recorder. In
this notebook they write down their
observations and carry out experiments to try
to determine what makes the popular girls tick.
But somehow, when Lydia and Julie try to
imitate the popular girls, their efforts don’t
translate into instant popularity. Lydia ends up
with a bald spot, their parents won’t stop
yelling, and Julie finds herself the number-one
crush of Roland Asbjgrnsen. Worse, they seem
to be drifting farther and farther from their
goal—and each other. Amy Ignatow’s hilarious
debut novel introduces the intrepid fifth-graders
Julie and Lydia, whose quest to understand
popularity may not succeed in the ways they
want, but will succeed in keeping readers in
stitches.”

The Private Thoughts of Amelia E. Rye by
Bonnie Shimko

Reading level: 9-Up/ ‘A Al | a
life is
Thomas, the only member of Amelia’s family
who cares about her one bit. That true friend
finally arrives when Fancy Nelson, the first
Negro kid Amelia has ever seen in person,
walks into her fourth grade classroom. As
Fancy’s special sort of magic rubs off on
Amelia, she slowly comes to understand her
train wreck family and her place in it—and
Fancy discovers a surprising secret about her
own past.”

perso

Schooled by Gordon Korman

Reading level: Ages 9 —as / “Homeschooled
on an isolated "alternate farm commune” that
has dwindled since the 1960s to 2 members,
13-year-old Cap has always lived with his
grandmother, Rain. When she is hospitalized,
Cap is taken in by a social worker and sent—
like a lamb to slaughter—to middle school.
Smart and capable, innocent and
inexperienced (he learned to drive on the farm,
but he has never watched television), long-
haired Cap soon becomes the butt of pranks.
He reacts in unexpected ways and, in the end,
elevates those around him to higher ground.
From chapter to chapter, the first-person

0 n &o days Grandgar i end .

narrative shifts among certain characters: Cap,

a social worker (who takes him into her home),
her daughter (who resents his presence there),
an A-list bully, a Z-list victim, a popular girl, the
school principal, and a football player (who
unintentionally decks Cap twice in one day).
Korman capably manages the shifting points of
view of characters who begin by scorning or
resenting Cap and end up on his side. From
the eye-catching jacket art to the scene in
which Cap says good-bye to his 1,100 fellow
students, individually and by name, this
rewarding novel features an engaging main
character and some memorable moments of
comedy, tenderness, and reflection. Pair this
with Jerry Spinelli's 2000 Stargirl (the sequel is
reviewed in this issue) for a discussion of the
stifling effects of conformity within school
culture or just read it for the fun of it.”

Sixth-Grade Glommers, Norks, and Me by
Lisa Papademetriou

Reading level: Grade 4 — 6 / “Allie Kimball is a
little intimidated about starting middle school,
especially sinca she will be going to a magnet
school for smart kids rather than to her
neighborhood school. Best friend Tamara is
not much help, especially when former friend
Renee inserts herself between Allie and
Tamara, encouraging Tamara to try out for
cheerleading rather than soccer with Allie.
Predictable misunderstandings, cat fights, and
dirty tricks ensue, resulting in hurt feelings and,
eventually, a greater understanding of what
really counts in life. Papademetriou's strength
lies in her well-tuned ear for middle-school
dialogue and understanding of preteen
concerns. Allie and her friends may be shallow
and annoying, but they are also people whom
readers will easily recognize. The addition of
invented slang with definitions ("nork: a
combination of nerd and dork") adds to the
appeal. Funny and poignant by turns, this will
attract readers getting ready to leave
elementary school behind.”

The Tail of Emily Windsnap by Liz Kessler
(Book 1 in the Emily Windsnap series)
Reading level: Grade 4 — 7/ “This first novel
opens with a classic teaser: "Can you keep a
secret?" It turns out that the secret is a
particularly juicy one. Though outwardly a
normal seventh-grader, Emily Windsnap



transforms into a mermaid when she goes
swimming. The phenomenon worries her but
thrills her, too, especially when she discovers
an underwater "mer-city" not far from where
she lives, and begins to learn the answers to
nagging questions about her origins: Why did
her father abandon her when she was a baby?
Why can't her mother remember details about
her husband? After a new mermaid friend
mentions "illegal marriages" between mer-
people and humans, readers will guess where
things are headed--long before Emily herself
does. Emily's eventual reunion with her
merman father seems overly reliant on luck
and coincidence, but her determination keeps
things cruising along, and the premise of
someone slipping easily into a shimmery
underwater world has considerable allure.
Light, imagination-tickling fare ideal for middle-
grade girls, with charming ink-wash illustrations
scattered throughout.”

Emily Windsnap and the Monster from the
Deep by Liz Kessler

(Book 2 in the Emily Windsnap series)
Reading level: Grade 4 — 7/ “The daughter of
a woman and a merman, Emily is a girl on land
and a mermaid in the water. Now the family
lives on Allpoints Island, safe from the curious
inquiries of humans and accepted by the
merpeople community. In this sequel to The
Tail of Emily Windsnap (2004), our heroine's
insatiable curiosity lands her in hot water.
While investigating a mysterious lagoon smack
in the middle of the ocean, Emily inadvertently
rouses the dreaded monster Kracken. A
vengeful Neptune, king of the ocean realm,
visits the merpeople to express outrage at this
turn of events: the Kracken was not supposed
to awaken for another eight years, and now
destruction threatens the island colony. Emily
needs to fess up to her deed and take on the
responsibility of calming the creature, a task
rife with complications. High-action adventure,
a plucky protagonist, and whimsical
illustrations enliven this sea fantasy, which will
be most thoroughly appreciated by series
followers.”

Emily Windsnap and the Castle in the Mist
by Liz Kessler
(Book 3 in the Emily Windsnap series)

Reading level: Grade 4 — 7 / “Half-human/half-
mermaid Emily should be happy. She's living
with her recently reunited parents (a human
mother and merman father), she has a best
friend, and she loves her new school. Still, this
third book in the series finds her preoccupied
with her parents' escalating bickering. After
awakening King Neptune's fearsome monster
in book two, Emily has vowed to stay out of
trouble, but that is exactly what she finds in a
magic ring from the ocean floor. When the king
finds out that she has hidden it from him, he is
furious and puts a curse on her: at the next full
moon, she will become all human or all
mermaid, whichever he chooses. So begins an
adventure that takes the girl to a secret castle
where she learns that she may not be as
unique as she previously thought. Kessler
combines the whimsy of life as a mermaid with
the problems of an average middle-schooler.
She keeps the story moving, with each chapter
posing a new problem. Plenty of dialogue and
Ledwidge's soft, dreamlike line drawings add
textual and visual interest, making for a zippy
story in an attractive package. Fans of
mermaids and things that sparkle are the likely
audience for this light fantasy.”
Emily Windsnap and
Liz Kessler

(Book 4 in the Emily Windsnap series)
Reading level: Grade 4 — 7/ “Are merfolk and
humans doomed to be enemies forever?
Kessler’s fourth Emily Windsnap tale pits
Brightport against the underwater sea
community of Shiprock, home to a mer
community threatened by Brightport
development. As a semi-mer, Emily is in a
unigue position to try to bring both worlds
together. Along the way, she stumbles upon
the secret of the lost sirens and cleverly works
with her team to harness their strength, escape
catastrophe, solve a mystery, and, yes,
achieve world peace. Series fans will dive right
into this rollicking sea fantasy-adventure.”
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The Toilet Paper Tigers by Gordon Korman
Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “The broad,
almost cinematic situational comedy that has
become Korman's trademark is fully in place in
his newest novel, which uses a baseball
backdrop to attract readers. According to

S



Corey Johnson, being Little League leftovers
and sporting uniforms with toilet paper logos
(their team is sponsored by Feather-Soft
Bathroom Tissue) is bad enough without
having a bossy girl managing the team. But
that's the deal for the summer when Kristy,
Coach Pendergast's 12-year-old
granddaughter (decked out in fatigue pants, a
New York City T-shirt, and Day-Glo
sunglasses), blows into Spooner, Texas,
speaking what seems at first to be a foreign
language: "Yo ... 'Tsup? ... You should
spend a few days in New York. Reality
sandwich, man." It is definitely not love at first
sight, but as it turns out, obnoxious Kristy's
pushy management style is just what's needed
to make a fat second baseman go on a diet,
cure a catcher afraid to catch, wake up a
fielder who sleeps on the job, and bring the
team into the play-offs. With plenty of obvious
misguided psychologizing and Three Stooges-
style antics, this freewheeling baseball yarn is
laugh-out-loud funny from first page to last.”

Tug-Of-War by Katy Grant
(Book 1 in the Summer Camp Secrets series)
Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “Dear

, When | found
out that Devon was coming with me to Camp
Pine Haven this year | was a little worried
about my best friend from home meeting my
camp best friend, ‘cause Devon and Maggie
are SO different. But | told myself, they're both
awesome, they'll find a way to get along okay.
Turns out, | couldn't have been more wrong.
Yours truly, Caught-in-the-Middle Chris.”

The Wednesday Wars by Gray d. Schmidt
(This a Newberry Honor book)

Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “On Wednesday
afternoons, while his Catholic and Jewish
schoolmates attend religious instruction,
Holling Hoodhood, the only Presbyterian in his
seventh grade, is alone in the classroom with
his teacher, Mrs. Baker, who Holling is
convinced hates his guts. He feels more
certain after Mrs. Baker assigns Shakespeare's
plays for Holling to discuss during their shared
afternoons. Each month in Holling's tumultuous
seventh-grade year is a chapter in this quietly
powerful coming-of-age novel set in suburban
Long Island during the late '60s. The slow start

may deter some readers, and Mrs. Baker is too
good to be true: she arranges a meeting
between Holling and the New York Yankees,
brokers a deal to save a student's father's
architectural firm, and, after revealing her past
as an Olympic runner, coaches Holling to the
varsity cross-country team. However, Schmidt,
whose Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy
(2005) was named both a Printz and a
Newbery Honor Book, makes the implausible
believable and the everyday momentous.
Seamlessly, he knits together the story's
themes: the cultural uproar of the '60s, the
internal uproar of early adolescence, and the
timeless wisdom of Shakespeare's words.
Holling's unwavering, distinctive voice offers a
gentle, hopeful, moving story of a boy who,
with the right help, learns to stretch beyond the
limitations of his family, his violent times, and
his fear, as he leaps into his future with his
eyes and his heart wide open.”

Worst Enemies/Best Friends by Aknnie
Bryant

(Book 1 in the Beacon Street Girls series)
Reading level: Ages 9 — 12/ “Yikes! As if
being the new girl isn't bad enough, Charlotte
just made the biggest cafeteria blunder in the
history of Abigail Adams Junior High. There's
no way that Katani, Avery, and Maeve will want
anything to do with her now. Can a mysterious
landlady, a romantic evening gone wrong, and
a cryptic key to nowhere help four very
different girls become the best of friends? Or
will they remain worst enemies forever?”

NON FICTION

The Grapes of Math: Mind-Stretching Math
Riddles by Greg Tang

Reading level: Ages 7 — 10/ “This clever
collection of puzzles could spark the interest of
even the mathematically challenged. The first-
time collaborators serve up 16 math riddles,
and team brisk verses ("Mama mia, pizza pie,/
How many mushrooms do you spy?") with
bright computer-generated illustrations to teach
problem-solving tricks and strategies. Each
riddle offers a clue that nudges readers to look
at the problem creatively the aforementioned
"Large Pizza to Go!," for instance, hints,
"Please don't count them, it's too slow,/ This



hot pie was made to go!/ Let me give you some
advice,/ Just do half and count it twice,"” while
another riddle suggests, "Instead of seeing
groups of threes,/ Count by fives and it's a
breeze!" The simple, staccato rhymes and
crisp lines of the artwork keep attention
focused, while those who find themselves
stumped can consult the "Answers" section at
the back of the book, which offers an
explanation of each problem and shows how to
group objects together and look for patterns in
order to speed up the calculation process.
Whether counting fish, scallops, camel humps
or ants at a picnic, this duo's enthusiasm for
their subject matter is contagious.”

Extreme 3-D Wild Weather by Jackie Ball
“Experience the most awesome power on
earth: wild weather! From destructive
thunderstorms to devastating tornadoes, wild
weather can appear out of nowhere and uproot
trees, tear apart houses, and bring cities to a
standstill. This book is packed with dramatic 3-
D photos and the insight you need to
understand ice storms, forest fires, tsunamis,
and more. Built-in 3-D glasses bring the wild
scenes to life!”

Human Footprint (National Geographic for
Kids)

“‘What is your human footprint? Well, it's
13,056 pints of milk; 28,433 showers; 12,999
oranges; 14,518 candy bars; 43371 cans of
soda; and $52,972 worth of clothes, all in one
lifetime. And that’s just a fraction of the
mountain of stuff you’ll consume. Think of that
times six billion other footprints. Makes you
want to step more lightly on the Earth!”

X-treme X-Ray photographs by Nick Veasey
“Are you ready for a whole new way of seeing?
Through solid walls, through metal casing, and
even through skin? Then enter the world of X-
treme X-ray, where nothing is as it seems.
See through the surface of a laptop computer
to the microchips and working parts within.
Explore the many bones of a human skeleton
in action. Turn bats and spiders inside out and
discover a wealth of fascinating facts along the
way. It's X-citing...It's X-ceptional...It's X-
treme X-ray!”

Scholastic Book of World Records 2010
“...More than 300 amazing records! ...This
book features: Incredible world records about
sports, popular culture, nature, money,
science, and more! A record for each of the 50
states...A 16-page BONUS SECTION, packed
with unbelievable and wacky facts!...”
Guinness Worl d Records
Edition

“...Find the answers to these great gaming
mysteries...What is the most critically

acclaimed game of all time? What is the most
played videogame of all time? Who owns the
world’s biggest Pokemon collection? Who is

the world’s most recognizable videogame
character? Which university was the first to
offer a competitive gaming qualification? What
is the most popular multiplayer console game?
Who is the world’s most dedicated World of
Warcraft player?...and Hundreds more!”

NBA Megastars 2010

“The best NBA players come from all different
teams and totally different backgrounds. But
they all share one thing in common-the love of
the game. From Kobe Bryant to Dwyane
Wade to LeBron James, find out how these
amazing players made it to NBA superstardom
and what’s up next.”

Worldwide Superstars: 15 baseball players
by Richard J. Brenner

“Jason Bay, Carlos Lee, Mariano Rivera,
Miguel Cabrera,Carlos Zambrano, Hanley
Ramirez, Albert Pujois, Johan Santana, Ichiro
Suzuki, Daisuke Matsuzaka, Vladimir
Guerrero, Adrian Gonzalez, Manny Ramirez,
Justin Morneau, Carlos Beltran,”

NFL Game Breakers by James Gigliotti
“Find out what makes these fifteen players the
best of the best! Drew Brees, Dallas Clark,
Larry Fitzgerald, James Harrison, Andre
Johnson, Calvin Johnson, Thomas Jones, Eli
Manning, Chad Pennington, Adrian Peterson,
Ed Reed, Philip Rivers, DeMarcus Ware, Wes
Welker, Brian Westbrook.”
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